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THE OVERLAND ROUTES TO EGYPT AND SALONICA 


WORLD WAR I 





by F.W.Daniel 


The desirability of the overland route to the Eastern Mediterranean was very 
soon recognised once war had broken out, and this came into being via Marseilles 
and Malta, as Italy was still neutral. As the unrestricted U-boat campaign got 
under way in the Atlantic and German submarines made themselves felt in the 
Mediterranean, it became necessary to give our troops safer passage, to conserve 
shipping and to release as many ships as possible for service elsewhere, At this 
stage, With Italy in the war on our side, a decision was taken to set up a new 
route down the boot of Italy to Taranto, Later still, when first British heavy 
artillery, and then British infantry divisions moved to Italy, it became necess- 
ary to consider their communications with France in relation to the overland 
route. 


The notes below are meant to give enough of the military background to bring 
the postal history to life, while bringing together the data the writer has acc-~ 
umulated on the post offices and censors associated with the routes. I may 
advance some (heretical ?) theories, but there I must call Col.Burne's IMP 
(Inherent Military Probability) to my rescue ! 


Military memory is long, and a variant of this route reappeared in 1945. 
Servicemen of those days may remember the long convoys of troop-laden 3-tonners 
trundling their way through the U.S.Zone in 1945-46, north along the Rhine to the 
Channel ports. It might challenge someone to see if a picture could be built up 
of this operation. 


I. The Marseilles Route 


This came into being at a very early date, The arrival of the 3rd (lahore) 
Indian Division at Marseilles on 26 September 1914 is usually seen to mark its 
opening, and I have a letter from a gunner in the RGA, moved from Malta to 
France, who cannot have been far behind, At the turn of the year some of the 
battalions of the 1/1 London Infantry Brigade T.A., used this route to join the 
BEF. In reverse, Sir Ian Hamilt on and his staff used it to reach his ill-fated 
command at the Dardanelles, 


The Indians moved up country and concentrated at Orleans, before joining the 
battle around Ypres. I suspect that they went up the "side" line via the Vichy- 
Clermont Ferrand area, rather than up the main line through Lyons and Dijon, 
since IMP tells me that the latter was loaded with French reinforcements and 
supplies from North Africa, 


As GHQ EEF retreated from Le Cateau to Melun, the Base moved at the beginning 
of September 1914 from the Channel ports to St,Nazaire and Nantes. The line of 
communication now ran via Le Mans and Villeneuve St.Georges in the suburbs of 
Paris. The Base APO opened at Nantes on 6 September, the Advance Base PO at Le 
Mans on 3 September, and the Postal Regulating Depot at Villeneuve about the 
same time, At the end of September the Base Offices returned to the Channel 
ports after the "Miracle of the Marne", It was about this time that an APO 
(37 - K&C, or 42 - Proud) opened at Marseilles, (Any confirmation of location 
and/or date for these offices would be valuable.) Cherbourg did not enter the 
picture at this stage. 
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Early in October the BEF moved from the Aisne to Flanders. It was clearly 
at this period that the Base Offices were replaced by APOs 48 (Orleans), 49 
(Nantes), and 50 (Le Mans); the first to serve the route from Marseilles and 
the others the route from Nantes, now of lesser importance, While the PRD is 
only listed as using APO 47 at Boulogne; looking at the dates I am convinced 
that this office opened at Villeneuve. This would fit the series very nicely, 
These were soon replaced by 52, S3, S4, S6, S7. 


I believe we may find a more southerly office in the Vichy area among the 
unidentified offices in this series. This might be St.Germain des Fosses in the 
Allier Department. Ted Proud located St.Germain au Mont d'Or in the Allier, 
when it is really on the banks of the Saone, a few kms north of Lyons. Could 
my guess be a hint of the cause of this confusion ? 


Apart from its use for supplies and reinforcements from India the overland 
route next begins to show up late in 1915 when the Divisional Artilleries of the 
Territorial Divisions on Gallipoli began to move east. (It is only recently 
that I realised that, badly needed as they were at Gallipoli, sheer lack of room 
on the peninsula resulted in many of these hatteries being left idle in the U.K, 
until some were used for a few weeks in France,) Next, with the opening of the 
Salonica front in October 1915 and the encirclement of 6 (Poona) Indian Division 
in Kut-el-Amara, 22nd, 26th, 27th and 28th Infantry Divisions were sent to 
Greece, and the Lahore and Meerut Divisions to Mesopotamia, The Indian divisions 
exchanged worn-out units with the Indian garrison troops as they passed through 
Egypt. Uncertain priorities and shortage of ships caused many units to Spend 
weeks idle in the camps outside Marseilles, Divisions were sent piecemeal with- 
out any regard for coherence, It was at this time too that 46 (1st N.Midland) 
Division T.A., began its abortive move to Egypt, 


After the evacuation of the Dardanelles at the turn of the year, the divisions 
released were available after rebuilding for France, The tide turned; led by 31 
Division and the lucky few of 46 Division, blessed by a month in the sun, the 
flood began and peaked when the six Anzac Divisions moved in April and June 1916. 
Meanwhile reinforcements and garrison battalions flowed eastwards, 60 (2/2 
London) Division T.A., moved to Salonica in November. 


It was January 1915 when APO S7 replaced 37/42 in downtown Marseilles, but it 
was May 1917 when APO S55 opened at Camp Musse outside the city, even though 
transit camps certainly existed on a fairly large scale in 1915, This gap irks 
me, and I'm always on the look out to fill it, The Michelham Officers Convales- 
cent Home at Mentone sent its winter mail through S7, summering on the Channel 


coast, 


With the coming of the submarine, the route remained in action, albeit ina 
lower key. Eventually the coast road was used for wheeled traffic going to Italy. 


II, The Route through Italy , 

Early in 1917 Italian demands for major reinforcements of British and French 
divisions coincided with the submarine threat to the seaborne route, In January 
and February the War Office organised a reconnaissance of an overland route from 
Cherbourg to Taranto by railway and engineer staff officers, with Col.Statham att- 
ached from the RAMC. In May Col.Statham made a second recce and was appointed 
Assistant Director of Medical Services (ADMS) of the newly formed Mediterranean 
Lines of Communication, with his HQ at Lyons. (His HQ moved to Paris in August 
1917 and he was promoted DDMS (Brig. Gen, 9 on 1 October. ) 


The attached map (fig.1) shows the route with the halting places marked, 
Fig.2 shows the organisation of the route and names the places. It shows too 
the post offices and censors as far as I can recognise them. (Brackets indicate 
a lesser degree of confidence; more data always accepted with thanks !) In 
France the route again ran in an arc cutting all the French supply lines without 
adding to their load. 
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I haven't been able to pin down a schedule for the trip, but most units 
seemed to embark at Taranto about a week after landing at Cherbourg, I don't 
know whether they had any extended breaks en route, but I'm sure they needed 
them. I don't know either whether they had coaches or the infamous "Hommes Lo" 
trucks, and I don't know whether the route was run by French and Italian rail- 
waymen with their own locomotives, or by the Railway Operating Division R.E, 
with expatriate U.K. locomotives. I think the former more probable, but I do 
know that GWR rolling stock was used on nos.39 and 43 Ambulance Trains which 


were allotted to this route. 


From Taranto the route continued by sea to Alexandria, or to Itea on the 
Gulf of Corinth (APO SX 10 from 27 September 1917). From Itea an abominable road 
led over the spine of Greece to Bralo (APO SX 12 from 27 September 1917) on the 
Athens-Salonica railway. 

I have checked all the locations on the Michelin maps and the only one I 
cannot find is St. Pierre le Corps, which may have been a station without a 
village, St.Germain au Mont d'Or is definitely not in the Allier where Ted 
Proud places it, but on the Saone a few kms north of Lyons, where a by-pass line 
from the east hits the river. 

From the start, the route was an Anglo-French operation with three types of 
posts along the line, At nodal points were camps with a (small) hospital and an 
APO. In between, the French had medical stations and the British "haltes repas", 
(It puzzles me that we preferred the French to our ow "staging post" !) These 
must have been a fairly lonely duty, as the strength allowed was 1 nco i/c, 2 ors 
as police/orderlies and 2 ors "for sanitary duties". The scale of facilities was: 
latrines for 12 officers / 4 warrant officers / 60 ors, and ablutions for twice 
these numbers, There was a copper for 165 gallons of hot water and an inciner- 
ator. Presumably the "unexpired portion of the day's ration" was eaten cold with 
hot water for a brew. This makes me suspect that a day's journey ran from camp 
to camp. Noll ter Horst has shown me a postcard from Paray le Monial, a village 
at the back of beyond, postmarked S85, Presumably some rustic entrepreneur ran a 
comforts stall, Post from these intermediate posts thus seems to have been sent 


on to the camps to be censored and postmarked, 


The British posts along the line were manned by four Sanitary Sections super- 
vised by two DADMS (Majors RAMC) with Col.Statham in overall charge as ADMS, 
Taranto with many troops working the port eventually expanded to (79) General 
Hospital, a hospital for the British West India Regiment and a Native Labour 
Hospital. This makes it harder to be sure of censors here, 


later, when the British and French divisions moved in to bolster up the 
Italians after Caporetto, this route continued as the main route to the east, but 
also served the troops in the north with some support from minor routes, 


APO S95, which K&C places at Taranto, and Proud dates from 11 May 1917 to 
12 September 1917 remains a puzzle, I have, so far, sighted no record of use or 
censor, and thus lack any basis for judgement. I suspect it may have been opened 
for the overland route and absorbed by $100, opened for the port - or vice versa - 
More information could perhaps throw light on the situation around these offices, 


III. The Route to Italy 
In April 1917, on the personal order of the Prime Minister, Lloyd George, two 


heavy artillery group headquarters and ten 4mm 6 in.howitzer batteries RGA were 
sent to support the Italians on the Carso, east of Udine, These newly formed 
batteries had Regular majors and captains, a rarity at that time. Among the off- 
icers was Hugh Dalton, later Chancellor of the Exchequer, who wrote a book about 
the expedition, XCIV HAG and 302, 307, 315, 316, 317 Siege Batteries went to 
Vipaces on the Isonzo as Gruppo B2 of the Italian 3rd Army, and XCV HAG with 304, 
314, 320, 322, 334 went to the Gradisca area as Gruppo Bl. These of course used 
APO PPl and FPO 1LL, but how these were allocated is not clear, Has anyone any 
suggestions ? In July, CI HAG took out its own 394+, 395, 39 Siege Batteries and 
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390, 391, 392 Batteries for XCIV HAG, and in August a single 9,2 in. Howitzer 
Battery joined CI HAG. In mid-Octobeer CI HAG left for Mesopotamia, and XCV 
for Egypt, taking their batteries with them, Despite being well forward at 
Caporetto, all batteries got back behind the Piave without serious losses, and 
after refitting, returned to the line under the newly-arrived British Corps, 
All these moves were made overland, from Cherbourg and to Taranto, 


later, in October 1917, when the Italians suffered crippling losses at 
Caporetto, Field Marshal Haig was ordered to send immediately a Corps HQ, two 
divisions and some aircraft to Italy. (XIV Corps ~ Lord Cavan - 23 and 41 
Infantry Divisions, 51 Wing RFC (28 and 34 Squadrons.) ‘These arrived by 6th 
November, XI Corps (Haking), 5th, 7th and 48th Infantry Divisions and more RFC 
followed at the end of November with General Plumer from 2nd Army in France 
taking command as GOC Italy. The teeth were of course accompanied by the usual 
tail units, GHQ and many wits settled around Padua, with support units trail- 
ing back to Turin and Genoa. The main base was at Arquata on the railway bet- 
ween Genoa and Alessandria. All the major units moved by rail, and the French 
sent a comparable force at the same time. Very soon GHQ set up a large training 
area South of Padua, with a big collection of Divisional, Corps and Army Schools, 
ostensibly for British troops, but mainly to modernise Italian thinking, 


Plans for this move had been laid as early as April 1917, when the dispatch 
of an even larger force was considered, which would have exceeded the capacity 
of the few available railways. The chosen solution was to bring the troops 
close to the frontier by rail and then march them across the mountains to the 
Italian railheads. Fach link entailed a mountain march of three of four days 
with bivouacs en route, These are shown on fig.3. So far as I can see this 
plan was only put into operation on the coast route, and then only for wheeled 
units, artillery and transport. Divisional supply columns and ammunition sub- 
parks (MT) drove all the way down via Avignon, which was quite a feat. Their 
journey and experiences are described in Major Hody"s book, The supply route 
left the Taranto route in the Po Valley and swung north through Mantua and Fadua, 
Presumably the march routes would have provided an escape, if we had had to get 
out ina hurry ! The divisions served at the Montello on the Piave, and on the 
ASiago, a mountainous area south-east of Trento. 


At the beginning of March, Plumer, XI Corps, 5 and 41 Divisions were hurried- 
ly recalled to France, arriving in time to be swallowed up in the German March 
offensive. Cavan, XIV Corps, 7, 23 and 48 Divisions all stayed until 1919, when 
they left by driblets. Some wits went to Egypt or the Balkans, One to Trieste 
and one to Imst in Austria(north-east of Landeck), These Italian and Balkan POs 
need a Survey of their own, Suffice it to say now that while Proud allocates 
APO L13 to "France", IMP compels me to support K&C in locating it at Modane., 
Although not part of the Mediterranean Line of Communications, it is hard to see 
how British Troops Italy could have done without it. 


LEBANON. 


Konrad Meyer writes to say that in addition to the datestamp FPO 1055, which 
we recorded in our last issue, the British contingent also uses the single-ring 
(Blackwell) Forces Post Office 172, and Parcels Forces P,0.102, 


"POSTAL CENSORSHIP IN INDIA WWII" 


Due to pressure of space, the continuation of this article has been postponed 
to a later issue. 


- 131 - 


FPHS Newsletter No.179 Spring 1934 


PRISONER OF WAR CAMP POSTMARKS OF INDIA IN WWII 


by A.J. Brown 


A handful of postal markings exist which include the inscription 
“Prisoner of War Camp (No.)", or “Group (No. ) Prisoner of War Camp = (No. )" 
and which occur on official covers, "On Active Service” covers or covers franked 
by Indian stamps, 


In spite of the inscriptions, I have never seen any of these postmarks on 
mail from prisoners of war (and equally from civilian internees, though I am not 
concerned with these here), The reason for this is clear: mail from prisoners 
of war in India usually consisting of tuck-in letter-sheets, or postcards, was 
handed to the camp authorities wmsealed, and then sent to the Prisoner of War 
Censor Station at Bombay for censorship and onward transit. Thus the camp post 
offices did not need to postmark prisoners" mail. Only air mail had to bear 
Indian postage stamps which needed to be cancelled, and these were cancelled at 
Bombay by a censor handstamp or occaSionally by a Bombay Foreign post office 
datestamp or a B-1 killer. A meter frank including the inscription "24 Prisoner 
of War Camp" Was used on prisoners’ mail, but this embodied an 8 annas "stamp" 
to frank air mail, and was not primarily used as a postmark, 


I assume therefore that these "Prisoner of War Camp" postmarks were used 
only to cancel official mail, or mail from the British or Indian troops involved 


in guarding the prisoners, 





The first prisoner of war camps in India were set up early in 1941 to house 
Italians brought from the Middle East or East Africa. Eventually there were 30 
camps, in groups and locations as follows: 


Group 1 Camp nos, 1-8 Bangalore 
2 9-16 Bairagarh (Bhopal) 
3 17-20 Ramgarh (Bihar) 
Ly 21-24 Clement Town, U.P. 
5 25-28 Yol, Kangra District 
6 29 Bikanir (1943) 
7 30 Quetta (1945) 


The earliest POW camp postmark I have recorded is inscribed "Prisoners of 
War Camp Bairagarh" dated 17 September 19¢+1. This is a familiar Indian type of 
postmark with a single circle datestamp and seven wavy killer bars on the right. 


Other early postmarks in the same type known are: 


Prisoners of War Camp 1-A 
Prisoners of War Camp 1-B 
Prisoners of War Camp 2 February 1942 
Prisoner of War Camp No.3 December 1941 


Iater, the Group number was included in the inscription, and I have seen the 
following: 


Group One Prisoner of War Camp 1 
Group Two Prisoner of War Camp 9 
Group Four Prisoner of War Camp 21 
Group Five Prisoner of War Camp 25 


These are known in either the previous type with wavy lines, or in double-circle 
form. 
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It will be noticed that each of these postmarks mentions only the first camp 
in each group, It is suggested that only one post office served each group, and 
that is why only postmarks referring to the first camp in each group are known, 
Some Supporting evidence for this theory is given by an official envelope with a 

+ as "Service" stamp postmarked by "Group Two Prisoner of War Camp 9", with the 
oval office datestamp of No,11 P.W.Camp (31.8.41), showing that mail from 11 POW 
Camp WaS postmarked at 9 Camp in the same group. None of these postmarks are 
very common, although the double-circle "Group Two Prisoner of War Camp 9" date- 
stamp WaS used to cancel a number of la tete-beche stamps on piece or cover, 
philatelically inspired. 


I have not seen or recorded any postmark for Group Three, which would presum- 
baly read "Group Three Prisoner of War Camp 17". However, Camp 17 was used to 
house some 2,000 German civilians earlier interned in the Netherlands East Indies 
and taken to India when the war with Japan started, presumably because there was 
not sufficient accomodation for them in the Central Internment Camp then at 
Deolali, and later at Dehra Dun. I have not seen any mail from Camp 18 in this 
Group, but mail is recorded from Camps 19 and 20, 


Group Six, Camp 29 was not opened until July 1943, and Group Seven, Camp 30 
not until 1945 - both housed Japanese POWs, No mail or postmarks of these camps 
is known to me, 
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Check List of Recorded Postmarks 


Group One Prisoner of War Camp l Single-circle wavy lines 
Group TWo Prisoner of War Camp 9 Single-circle wavy lines 
double-circle 
double-circle PAR over date 
Group Four Prisoner of War Camp 21 Single-cricle wavy lines 
double-circle 
Group Five Prisoner of War Camp 25 Single-cricle wavy lines 


double circle 
2-line "Registered" handstamp 


Any further information would be welcome, 
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BASE ARMY POST OFFICE Z - LOCAL OFFICTAL 





Two official envelopes from John Firebrace are shown below, both sent to a 
local bank in Alexandria. The earlier, postmarked APO SZ 11, 8 AU 17, dears 
an unusual handstamn "Local Official", and the later, postmarked BAPO / LOD 

27 AU 17, has a Similarly worded endorsement in manuscript; both these APOs 
were located at Alexandria. Both tie in with the BAPO / LOD postmark, in 
which the "LOD" stands for "Local Official Delivery". AS John remarks, it 
would have been more orderly if the manuscript endorsement had preceded the 
handstamp, instead of the other way round. 


John would like to hear of any other examples of the "Local Official" 
handstamp or endorsement. 
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BRITISH F.P.0.493 - NOT RUSSIA 





by A. L. Kennedy 


In FPHS Newsletter No.4 (November 1953), D.F,Harrison investigated the 
entry in "Crouch & Hill" ("British Army Field Post Offices 1939-50") for FPO 
493, which was listed as "R.A.F. in Russia 1941-42", He related the story of 
151 Wing RAF (81 and 134 Squadrons), which operated at Vaenga, near Murmansk, 
North Russia, from September to November 1941, and concluded that this must be 
the unit referred to by Crouch & Hill to which they attributed FPO 493. 


A dealer's recent list offered a cover with FPO 493, dated 26 OC 42, cancel- 
ling a British 23d stamp, and with RAF censor 144, This was said to be just out- 
side Moscow, serving a tank unit. Although there was such a unit, the attrib- 
ution of this cover to it appears to be palpably wrong (23d postage, RAF censor). 
I have for a long time been doubtful about the use of datestamp FPO 493 in 
Russia, and so was prompted to research the matter. 


Proud ("History of the British Army Postal Service, Vol.III") makes no 
reference to Russia aS a location for this FPO, He records that datestamp 493 
was allocated, as part of a block from 489 to 495, to the 5th Air Formation 
Postal Unit on 2nd April 1941. FPO 689 was later issued to 5 AFPU on 5th March 
1943 Subsequent allocations are not relevant here. 


5th Air Formation Postal Unit (a Royal Mmgineers Postal Section unit in 
spite of its title) began mobilisation at the Home Depot on 25th August 1941, 
with the function of providing the Royal Air Force in Northern Ireland with army 
postal services, Six Field Post Offices were to be established, The Unit arr- 
ived in Northern Ireland on 30th September, and the war diary (held in the Public 
Record Office) records that the six field post offices were duly opened on 3rd 
October, numbered Z50 to Z55. Two more offices were opened later, and there were 
some more changes in location, The following table shows the details of these 
tate and I have added a note of the probable allocation of datestamps (see 
later). 


Probable 
Office Location Opened Closed Datestamp 
Z50 Ballyhalbert 3.10.41 8. 4.43 99 
Bangor 8, 4.43 20. 6,43 
Z51 Grumlin (Aldergrove ) 3.10.41 22, 6.43 4o1 
Z52 Limavady (also serving Ballykelly) 3.10.41 30, 3.43 492 
Banbridge 6. 4.43 6. 6.43 
753 Eglinton 3.10.41 30. 3.43 493 ? 
Z54 Irvinestown (serving Lough Erne 
and Castle Archdale) 3.10.41 43 4o 
255 Holywood 3.10.41 17. 6.43 495 ? 
Z56 Coleraine 27. 1.42 29. 5.42 489 
H.Q. RAF, N.Ireland 1, 3.43 43 
Z57 Warrenpoint | ) 17. 3.43 27. 4.43 689 
Kilkeel 27. 4.43 19. 6.43 


The unit ceased operations on 7th July 1943 and returned to the Home Postal 
Centre. After closure of the FPOs, the RAF in Northern Ireland was served by a 
mixture of other FPOs, the RAFPOs, and the civil postal service. 


The 5 AFPU war diary, in common with most other postal war diaries, makes 
little reference to datestamps. It does however show that FPO 489 was used at 
Z56, Coleraine, and states that new equipment was requisitioned on 5th March 
1943 for the new office Z57, evidently the reason for the issue of FPO 689 then, 
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However, for the allocation of the other datestamps, recourse must be made to 
the censor marks and other clues on recorded covers: 


FPO 489 Not seen 
4o0 Censor type R6 - 79, 15 OC 42-18 DE 42. This censor at Ballyhalbert 


19. 7.43. 

R6 - 75,(?) 7 AP 43. This censor with B...RAFPO 1,44, 
491 R4 - 5, 3 NO 41-18 DE 41. This censor from Aldergrove ius 
Of, e405 


R5 - 157, JA 42, 206 Squadron (at Aldergrove), 
R6 - 249, 3 MR 43 = 12 MY 43. This censor from Nutts 
Corner RAFPO 12,10.43 - 10.2.45, 
R6 - 70, 6 AP 43 =- 11 MY 43. This censor from Crumlin 
23.5.44 - 19,2,45, 
L492 RE - 74, 23 oc 41 - 24 NO 41, This censor identified at 
Limavady 3,.8,41. 
R6 - 4, 29 SP 42 - 10 NO 42. This censor from Limavady wi 
5.8.44, 
R6 - 200, 1 OC 42 - 1 MR 43. This censor from Limavady 5.44. 
R6 - 292, 5 DE 42, This censor from Fnniskillen 9.11.43. 
493 RY - 87, 4 OC 41.This censor with FPO 329 (61st Division) 
11,9.41 from 19 Wireless Observer Unit, N.I. 
Loy R4 = 62, 20 OC 41 - 7 DE 41, 240 Squadron (Castle Archdale), 
R4 = 243, 19 DE 41. Noted as Co, Fermanagh. 
R6 - 224, 22 OC 42, RAF Station Lough Erne, 
R6 - 296, 14 oC 42 = 26 MY 43. This censor from Enniskillen 
16.6.43 = 20.4,44, 
495 Only one RAF censor, but five different army censor stamps. Holywood 
Was more of an army area than a RAF one. 
689 Censor type R6 - 101, 17 MY 43, Noted as Ballymartin. 


Although units could have moved from one location to another, it is probably 
safe to assume from the above that the datestamps were used as shown in the 
table of offices, There is insufficient evidence to allocate 493 definitely, 
but it fits into the numerical sequence, 


To consider FPO 493 in more detail, I have records of the following covers: 


Date Postage Censor 
4 oc 41 ? R4 ~ 87 (see notes above) 
13 JA42-1aAaP42 ? R5 - 188 
27 JAH2-6 FE42 ? R5 - 75 
26 MR4- - 30 MY 42 2? ~~ R5 = 147 
7 JU 42 23d R5 = 75 also R5 - 1 (this was a base censor in 
Northern Ireland) 
20 JY 42? 274 A5 = 2708 
2 NO 42 - 15 wR 43 22d R6 = 144 
16 MR 43 25d A5 = 2663 


Unfortunately the recordings for the earlier dates do not show whether 
postage was 23d (indicating U.K, use) or free (as would be the case, presumably, 
for mail from Russia), 

A history of 151 Wing written in 1942 ("R.A,F.in Russia", by H,Griffith) 
records on 4th October 1941 growing discontent over the muddle about mail arr- 
angements, no Single item of either official or personal mail having reached 
the unit yet - a situation which would hardly be likely to have happened if 
there was a field post office attached to the Wing. The Post Office Circular 


for 5th November 1941 announced that telegrams addressed to 151 Wing, RAF, 


- 136 - 


FPHS Newsletter No.179 Spring 1984 


c/o GPO London could be accepted, prepaid at inland rates, but warned that 
these could only be forwarded abroad by post, so postal arrangements had evid- 
ently been made by that date - but the address "c/o GPO London" indicates that 
it was not through Army Post Office channels. 


All the evidence points to the use of FPO 493 at Eglinton, Northern Ire- 
land, from October 1941 to 1943, and not in Russia. How, then, did Crouch & 
Hill come to attribute FPO 493 to the RAF in Russia ? Reference to J.J.Halley's 
"The Squadrons of the Royal Air Force" shows that one of the two squadrons 
concerned, No.134, after returning from Russia, was stationed at Eglinton from 
Ist January to 25th March 1942. Presumably Crouch & Hill had a record of mail 
from 134 Squadron, postmarked FPO 493, but without knowing the precise dates 
on which that squadron was in Russia. 


Does anyone have any covers from 151 Wing in Russia ? 


STERRA LEONE. WWI CIVILIAN CENSORSHIP 


by J.J.Martin 


At Accra in the Gold Coast, civilian mail was being censored as early as 
August 5th, 1914, but it is not known when such censorship started in Sierra 
Leone. 


The writer has a postcard to England, arriving on February 12th, 1915 but 
with no departure date, which has written on it in blue crayon "Passed by 
Censor R.F,H... P.C," (Postal Censor), 


The earliest censor cachet recorded is in 1917, and various types continued 
in use until 1918. All in black, 





1, PASSED BY CENSOR in seriffed capitals 70 x 4 mm, with censor's number in 
blue crayon. 


Date Censor No, Notes 
20 MR 17 2 Freetown, with "OPENED BY / CENSOR / No." label 
24 APR 17 2 Freetown, "Officially Sealed" tape used. 
2h MY 17 9 Freetown, 
16 JUN 17 8 Freetown, "DAMAGED BY IMMERSION / IN SEA WATER" 
handstamp, 
8 OCT 17 3 Daru, 


2. PASSED BY CENSOR, Not struck clearly, measurements 65 mm approx, 
28 NOV 18 3 Freetown, 


3, PASSED BY CENSOR in sans-serif capitals, 50 x 4.5. mn, 
25 MR 18 no number Freetown, 
4. During 1918 another cachetwas introduced, together with a numbered hand- 


stamp with the censor's number in an inverted half oval, sans-serif cap- 
itals 52 x 4.5 mn, 
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Censor Number Town 
1 Freetown 8 MR 18 = 15 JUN 18 
2 Hill Station 6 APR 18 
2 Pujehun 31 MY 18 
2 Freetown 22 JUN 18 
3 Freetown 23 OCT 18 
3 Bonthe 25 OCT 18 
11 Freetown 22 JLY 18 - 6 Nov 18 


Any further information would be welcomed, 


(This at is first appeared in "Cameo", the Journal of the West Africa Study 
Circle, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Once again, it is a pleasure to be able to notice works by our own members, 
no less than four out of five books listed below, Space does not allow us to 
give as full a description as we would like. 


“THE POSTAL HISTORY OF INTERNEES AND PRISONERS OF WAR IN AUSTRALIA DURING WORLD 
WAR II", by P.Collas, MBE, FRPSL. 82 pages 73 x 9¢ ins., cloth bound, Published 
by the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, Australia. 


Phil Collas is a name wellknown in the Australian philatelic world, and any 
book written by him is assured of a welcome, and no less by his fellow-members 
of this Society. Having a modest collection of this material, your reviewer was 
looking forward to reading this book, and was not disappointed. 


In the Australian camps were German and Italian civilian internees (both 
local residents and evacuees from the U.K.), as well as local Japanese internees, 
The prisoners of war consisted of Italians (many), Germans (very few) and Jap- 
anese (comparatively few, with mail from them virtually unknown), The author 
details the historical background, and covers the postal history very comprehen~- 
sively. Postal, censor and camp administrative markings are listed and illust- 
rated in most cases, and mail from military guard personnel, as well that from 
the internees and prisoners are described. 


Stationery used, special postcards and letter-sheets ("notelepes" in Austral- 
jan parlance) is listed in great detail, including the scarce Air Mail Free 
Franks (card with 6d imprinted stamp, and 1/- letter-sheet ditto). 


It is surprising how much there is to be collected, and yet how much still 
remains undiscovered (if it exists), Out of some 40 odd camps or establishments 
mail from about a third of these the author has to list as “unseen from POWs or 


internees", 

Thoroughly recommended, the book can be obtained in the U.K. from Vera 
Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, London WC2 9EU, at £12.00 plus postage in the 
U.K. £1.40, 
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"BRITISH FORCES MACHINE POSTMARKS 1940-1983", by Michael Dobbs, 49 pages AY 


size, Spiral bound, card cover, published 1983 by the Forces Postal History 
Society. 

This monograph is the result of an intense study by the author (our valued 
Secretary), who has consulted all the available sources, and compiled a very 
useful handbook on the many machine cancellations used by the armed forces from 
1940 to the present time, There is no doubt that it will form a useful refer- 
ence for future students, and is intended to form part of a larger study on the 
postal history of the British forces over the same period. 


Originally offered to members at a pre-publication price of £3.50, it is 
still available at £5.00 from the author at 80 Addison Gardens, London Wi4 ODR. 


“THE ROYAL NAVAL ATR SERVICE", by Dr.M.H.Gould, 44 pages A4 size, spiral bound, 
card cover, published 1984 by the Forces Postal History Society. 


Based on his own studies and the information contributed to him by members 
of the Forces Postal History Society in the course of his WWI naval post.and 
censor study, Dr.Gould has now written this monograph on the RNAS in WWI. It 
outlines the history, with details of the home and overseas establishment of the 
RNAS, and lists and illustrates the postal and censor markings so far known, 

It provides a great deal of background information to a collection of RNAS mail, 
as well as grouping together all the markings which have been noted from time to 
time in our Newsletters. 


Again, first offered to members at a pre-publication price, £4,50, it is 
still available at £6.50 inclusive of postage from J.A.Daynes, 25A Mill Road, 
Burnham-on=-Crouch, Essex CMO 8PZ, 


"STAMPS & POSTMARKS ILLUSTRATING THE HISTORY OF NATO", by Lt, Col, A.V. Rasmussen, 
Published by the SHAPE Stamp Club the.book is available from the FPHS 
Librarian at £3.50. 

This is an A4 size work of some 60-70 pages (not numbered consecutively, but 
each section numbered individually, a most infuriating system, making reference 
to a particular page very difficult, especially as there is no index or even a 
contents page), produced by a method which does not produce a well printed page. 


Although these shortcomings do detract from the usefulness of the book, it 
does contain, as far as the writer can judge, a very comprehensive listing, with 
copious illustrations, of all the postage stamps, vostmarks and special covers 
which have been issued by the various member states of NATO. Anyone who has 
already formed, or would like to form a thematic collection based on the history 
of NATO, should not be put off obtaining the book, as it is a very useful refer- 
ence, As the pages are loose-leaf, punched for filing and held together by 
metal clip, it will possible to issue additional pages of new data, which is the 
stated intention of the publishers. 


“AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCES POSTAL HISTORY 1914-1918", by Bob Emery, Published 
by the author 1964. 343 pages x 10; ins,, cloth bound. 


After twenty years of collecting and research of the Australian Forces’ Mail 
in World War I, Bob Emery hoped to produce a book from all his accumulated infor 
mation and this has now been achieved by his publication of this massive refer- 
ence book. Many times in recent years I have received queries regarding Austral 
ian Forces' Mail and why it was not included in our World War I Postal History 
(Kennedy & Crabb). Apart from not being "British" Army, the answer is provided 
by the fact that it has required some 340 pages, nearly 600 illustrations of 
datestamps and postal cachets with maps of the campaigns etc. - all of which 
have been drawn by Bob Emery, There are also illustrations of 100 covers and 
another 80 photographs and reproductions of ephemera, all pertinent to the milit 
ary operations and altogether a considerable achievement. 
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An acknowledged specialist in the field for many years, some 90% of the mat~ 
erial referred to is in his own collection. Apart from earlier articles on the 
subject, nothing comprehensive has been published to date, so that this massive 
book which covers all aspects of the Australian Forces in Australia, Egypt, 
Gallipoli, Palestine, France and England, will be welcome to assist collectors 
of this interesting material. 

Comprehensive details of base depots, datestamps etc,, for the Australian 
Forces in England are published for the first time. An undated listing of the 
camps in Australia is included and a bold attempt has been made to list chronol- 
ogically the locations of all the datestamps in France. These, together with 
the 30 pages of appendices at the end of the book, give a chronological record 
of locations and happenings for all sections of the Australian Forces including 
even Hospital Ships, Hospitals and Clearing Stations, which must be of great 
assistance in future in placing a particular cover correctly. 


This extremely interesting book must be for many years to come the only real 
reference book for information on Australian Forces’ Mail of World War I. 


George Crabb, 


"Australian Imperial Forces Postal History 1918-1918" is available to FPHS 
Members from the author at 17 Salvington Road, Durrington, Worthing 
Sussex BN13 2HW at the special price of £26 (inc. postage) 


Evidence of the increasing interest in all aspects of wartime mail is shown 
by the number of books published, and the number of articles in the general and 
specialised philatelic press. 


Among articles of particular interest that we have noted recently: 


"BLE. F.Air Mail Services 1918-1919" by Alex S.Newall (Stamp & Postal History 
News, 19 October 1983). 


"Shipwreck Mail of W.W.I", by J. Lea (Stamp Collecting, 10 November 1983). 


"The Carpathian Flight from Przemysl", by Keith Tranmer (Stamp Collecting, 

24 November 1983). 

"Grenada —- Operation ‘Urgent Fury'", by Gale J.Raymond (Stamp Collecting, 

22 December 1983) - straight from the horse's mouth, this one, as our member 

was on the spot ! 

"German Field Post in Italian North Africa", by John Davies (Fil-Italia, the 

Journal of the Italy & Colonies Study Circle, Summer 1983 issue). 

(If readers come across other articles which they feel are of value, we shall 
always be pleased to be advised, ) 


Newsletter Editor: A.J.Brown, 17 Wimbledon Park Court, London SW19 6NN. 
Newsletter Publisher: J.A.Daynes, 25A Mill Road, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex. 
Secretary: M.Dobbs, 80 Addison Gardens, London Wi4 ODR. 

Annual Subscription £5.00 (from 1.1.84) to H.W, Cope, 21 Ashton Avenue, 

Knott End-on-Sea, Blackpool FY6 OBU (cheques made out to F,P.H.S. ). 
A SE EE A eee 
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THE "CEN O SOR" MARKS =~ A TENTATIVE ALLOCATION 


by M.H,Gould 


The author has for some time been attempting to formulate a system of all- 
ocation which fits the known facts for the CEN O SOR naval censor marks and 
puts forward the following as his tentative conclusions, 


R.N.A.S. Types 


These, marks with SQ and W, COM, DEP, CPL, POL, SPB, KB and RNAS in the circle 
are excluded from this discussion, which relates only to the non-R.N.A.S.marks, 


1916 Allocation 


It appears that the CEN O SOR marks were allocated to the Dover Command 
early in 1916, At that time the Command consisted of; 








a) some 5 base ships 
b) several monitors (shallow-draught ships mounting large-calibre guns) 
c) one scout cruiser 
d) 11 "Tribal" (F) class destroyers and 13 old (B & C) class destroyers 
e) 4 TB boats, one of which was sunk on 26 January 
f) miscellaneous vessels 
g) a large number of trawlers and drifters in the auxiliary patrol, 
It is proposed to consider each group in turn: 
a) Base ships 


These consisted of ANDROMEDA, ARROGANT, HAZARD, EXCELLENT and BUSTARD - the 
two latter normally being stationed at Dunkirk. At present no censor marks are 
definitely attributable to these base ships, but "AN” is almost certainly 
ANDROMEDA, "B” BUSTARD, and "EX" EXCELLENT. "A" may be ARROGANT, (Note that 
"A" and “B" may also fall into the destroyer series discussed later.) One would 
expect "H" for HAZARD. 


b Monitors 


The monitors fall into two proups, those with names and those with "M" and 
a number. The named monitors at Dover were (including some arriving after 1916) 


ship Censor Mark 

EREBUS "double E" =- 

GENERAL CRAUFORD "G,c," 

GENERAL WOLFE "G.M." apparently, in error 
LORD CLIVE ak UE 

MARSHAL NEY 

MARSHAL SOULT “M5.” 

PRINCE EUGENE "P,E." 

PRINCE RUPERT Kate 
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ROBERTS "RO" 
SIR JOHN MOORE "SIM" 
TERROR “r" 


Logically "M.N." should exist, but as this ship was soon reduced to guard ship 
status, it may not, 


(Note that "T" was apparently also used later by TETRARCH, which was a Harwich 
destroyer presumably on loan to Dover late in the War. ) 


The numbered monitors in Dover Command were: 
M 24, M 25, M 26, M 27. 


Censor marks with all these combinations should exist, but only "M 24" and 
"M 26" have been reported to date. 


c) The scout cruiser ATTENTIVE used "ATT", 
d) The destroyers 


Always referred to as “the Tribals and old 30-Imotters", the author suggests 
that the censor marks containing the following numbers would have been allocated. 


1 AFRIDI 14 ERNE 

& AMAZON 15 FALCON 

3 COSSACK 16 FAWN 

4 CRUSADER 17 FLIRT 

5 GHURKA 18 GIPSY 

6 MAORI 19 GREYHOUND 
7 MOHAWK 20 KANGAROO 
8 NUBIAN 21 LEVEN 

9 SARACEN 22 MERMAID 
10 TARTAR 23 MYRMIDON 
ll VIKING 24 RACEHORSE 
12 ZULU 25 SYREN 
13. CRANE 26 URE 


The numbers known to exist are 1, 2, 3, 6, 9, 11, (17), 18, 19, 20, 22 and 26, 
No,2 was definitely AMAZON. No.26 is known with a manuscript note which brobably 
reads "Ure", Thus the two ends of the series are tentatively fixed, MAORI and 
ERNE had both been sunk shortly before, so numbers 6 and 14 were therefore prob- 
ably not used, unless re-allocated. FLIRT had its own censor mark from before 

the allocation, and "17" was apparently re-allocated to TERMAGANT after FLIRT 
had been sunk. Other re-allocations may have occurred, 


e) Four TB boats, numbers 4, 13(sunk 26.1.16), 15 and 24 have no known censor 
censor marks, "TB 4" or "T 4" etc. might be expected, 


3 Eight P boats were apparently given P (No,) marks, P11, 12, 17, 19, 21, 23, 


24 and 34 should exist, but so far only P 12, P 17 and P 24 have been reported, 
No list exists for the other miscellaneous ships at Dover, RIVIERA used "R", 
and CITY OF OXFORD used "29", "27" is known, so "28" should exist, Presumably 
these were used by other miscellaneous ships at Dover, 


ge) Auxiliary Patrol. No censor marks are known for these, except for "JF" which 
is probably the yacht JAMES FLETCHER, 


Additions 
After 1916 the following ships were added to Dover Command, 
a) by January 1917, six paddle minesweepers. 
b) mid to late 1916, twelve "H", "I" or "K" class or purchased destroyers. 
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¢) in March 1917, eleven "L" class destroyers 


d) from 18 February 1917, "M" class destroyers and destroyer leaders 
Also mainly in 1918, additional "P" and "M" boats, 


e) boom defence vessels. 


Again considering each in turn: 


a) teaddle minesweeners 


Apparently these were given "PM"/number censor marks. Known with numbers 
1, 2, 3, 4 and 6, The first ship to arrive was CHELMSFORD on 18 August 1916. 
By 1 January 1917 there were also EGLINTON, GOODWOOD, NEWBURY, REDCAR and 
SANDOWN. Presumably the numbers were allocated in order of arrival. 


b) miscellaneous destroyers 


In order of arrival, these were: 


UNITY, LAPWING, LIZARD, PHOENIX, AMBUSCADE, PARAGON, PORPOISE, HOPE, MARTIN, 
VICTOR, BROKE and FAULKNOR., 


LAPWING used "L", and BROKE a diamond, Other letters Imown may fit into this 
series, It is not clear why some ships received letters and others numbers. 


c) the "L" class destroyers remained as units of the 10th Destroyer Flotilla 
Harwich), and there is no evidence that they received CEN O SOR marks. 
d) the additions to the Dover Command appear to largely have been issued with 
numbers, Since no "M" or "P" numbers which relate to this later period are 
known, Numbers recorded are 30, 34, 36, 39, 42, 46, 48, 54, 56, 61 and (in 
larger Size, as are all very late marks) 66, Only two have been identified: 
"39" — MIRANDA and "48" - MANLY, A possible allocation of the numbers up to 
48 is given below: 


Ship Arrival Possible censor mark 
ARROGANT 

nritace at Dover av ut gal: il ey "y" 27, 28 
MENELAUS 

UNITY 2.12.15 Probably "U" 
SWIFT early 1916 Probably "S" 
CITY OF OXFORD 3.16 29 
MELPOMENE 22.4,16 Possibly "M" 
ACTIVE late 1916 Possibly 30 
LAM ING 29.10.16 i 

LIZARD 29.10.16 Possibly 31 
PHOENIX 30.10.16 Possibly 32 
AMBUSCADE 21.11.16 Possibly "A" 
PARAGON 21.11.16 Possibly 33 
PORPOISE 21.11.16 Possibly 34 
HOPE 27.11.16 Possibly "H" 
MARTIN 27.11.16 Possibly 35 
VICTOR 2,12.16 Probably "v" 
FAULKNOR 5.12.16 Possibly 36 
BROKE 7.12.16 Diamond © 
MENTOR 18,2.17 Possibly 37 
METEOR 24.2.17 Possibly 38 
MIRANDA Readonke 39 

MORRIS L217 Possibly 40 
MASTIFF 5.3.17 Possibly 41 
MYNGS Lhe: ae & Possibly 42 
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P 50 Lee deaf Presumably "P 50" 
MOORSOM 243.17 Possibly 43 
MATCHLESS 9.4.17 Possibly 44+ 
NUGENT 10.4,17 Possibly 45 
MILNE 30,4,17 Possibly 46 
BOTHA 4.5.17 Possibly 47 

MANLY 8.5.17 48 


This listing, which uses all of the known letters (except "W") and "H", is 
clearly one of several possible. In particular, it is more likely that MELPOMENE 
received a number, and MARTIN "M" (this would be more consistent) but the list 
has been prepared by allocating the letter to the first ship arriving. which could 
relate, The exact date of arrival of ACTIVE may also upset part of the listing, 
Further definite allocations are required, 


It is not possible to make any sensible allocation beyond 48, 


e) boom defence vessels 


These were specially constructed, and were known as "BD" vessels, exceovt, 
for some unknown reason at Dover, where they were known as "BV" vessels, and were 
apparently given "BV" (number) censor marks, Numbers 1, 2, 4-10, 17, 18 and 31 
should exist and 41 and 42 may exist, although the last two may not have seen 
active service, So far only BV 5 and BY 18 are known, 


Naval Guns 


When naval forces moved into France and Belgium in 1914, artillery was taken 
with them, Thus in 1914 there were two 6-inch and one 9,2-inch guns, the latter 
on a railway mounting, operating as one battery near Nieuport, By 1915, 15-inch 
howitzers had been added, During 1916, service officers were replaced by Royal 
Naval Reserve and Royal Marine officers, plus a naval paymaster, These units 
apparently used a mark reading RMA (Royal Marine Artillery). 


When the front stabilised, the Navy was given responsibility for the area 
around Dunkirk, To assist with this work additional heavy guns were taken over 
in 1916 and 1917. Some were removed from the monitors, while some were intended 
for eventual installation in ships still on the stocks, These units, weighing 
up to 50 tons, were ferried from Dover strapped to the "blisters" of one of the 
monitors (LORD CLIVE). 


The first guns sent were four short 9.2-inch removed from the monitors, By 
Christmas 1916 these were mounted, two in emplacements called "Barrington" and 
"Rastney" and two in the open at Carnac Battery, the men living in Barbara Camp. 
This unit used a mark reading "9.2.", apparently. 


Between April and October 1916, one 12-inch gun was erected at the Dominion 
battery, St.Joseph's Farm, Adenkerke. 


Between October 1916 and March 1917 another was erected nearby, and a third 
six miles behind, At the same time three long 9,2-inch guns were erected, two 
near Coxyde, with the third behind. Between May and June 1917, eight 7,5- nch 
guns were added, 


Although these naval siege guns worked directly to the French, they remained 
under the command of Dover. The censor marks used read "HQ/SG" ~ Headquarters 
Siege Guns (at Dover?), "NSG/HQ" - Naval Siege Guns Headquarters (in France 2), 
"NSG/L" - Line of Communications(?). The normal complement by mid-1917 was 8 
officers and 150 men. A card is kmown, censored in the Dover Mail Office with 
the "star" mark (a) from the "RNHA Rest Camp" , presumably the Royal Naval 
Heavy Artillery Rest Camp. 


Early in April 1917 batteries at North Foreland and Foreness were completed 
and placed under the Dover Command, but no censor mark is known for them. 
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Miscellaneous marks 
a) Eight-pointed star, used at the Naval Mail Office, Dover. 


b) (CA R, Cé The significance of these marks is unknown, The author 
Suggests that they relate to naval construction units in 
France, 


c) "HQ/D" = Probably the Dover Headquarters mark. 


d) "NM/TP" (large size) - clearly one could speculate about this (e.g., Naval 
Motor Transport Pool !'), but the exact meaning is unknown. 


e) "W" — no allocation is possible for this, WILDFIRE was at Dover in 1915, but 
laid up in the Thames in 1916, Two V/W class destroyers arrived in 1918, 
(WARWICK and WHIRLWIND) and one could have used this, It could also be the 
mark used by a wireless station. 


f) "C1" = clearly the submarine C,1. Others in this series should exist, 


gz) "O" (quite clear) has been reported but may be a partial strike of another 
mark, 


(Since the above was written, "A/D" has been reported, identified as ADAMANT - Ed. ) 


CENG9)SCR “FN(U)SOR CENG@SOK 


THE "S.Z." SERIES OF DATESTAMPS 


by J.A. Firebrace 


The "S.Z." series of datestamps, numbered from 1 to 62, was used in the 
Middle East between 1915 and 1920, mostly in Egypt and Palestine, but also at 
Gallipoli, in the Aegean Islands, in Malta, Syria, Lebanon and Cilicia, 


As far as the available knowledge goes, this series has been well-documented 
by Michael Sacher, Alistair Kennedy and Ted Proud, and by others in the many ref- 
erences that have appeared in the publications of B.A.P.I.P., F.P.H.5., H,S.C., 
and O,P,A.L. 


A study of the various types of datestamp is of interest as is evidenced by 
the variety of datestamps which accompanies these notes, Whilst the locations 
of some numbers are well known, there is a hard core of numbers, between various 
dates, whose location has not been identified, or, in some cases, identified 
with contradictory locations by different writers, 


The numbers which are listed at the end of these notes are the least well 
documented, if indeed they are documented at all. If any reader has, or knows of, 
material covering these numbers during the dates given, it would be very much 
appreciated if the following information could be supplied, please: 


S.Z.number, datestamp type and date, 

Postage rate and destination. 

Shape and number of censor mark, with officer's name if legible. 
Transit and arrival marks, 

Known or suggested location and/or reference to published work. 
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Confirmation of published information would also be helpful as would exten- 
Sions to published date brackets, If photostats are more convenient to contrib- 
utors, these are the more acceptable, 


All contributions will be acknowledged with thanks by John Firebrace, 
Honeysuckle Cottage, Longparish, Andover, SP1ll 6PH, Hampshire. 


5.Z.numbers and dates, for which locations are wanted: 


SZ 1 August 1916 to May 1918 SZ 2 October 1917 to September 1918 

5 May 1918 to November 1918 7 March 1917 to May 1918 

8 August 1916 to April 1917 13 September 1917 to October 1918 
16 June 1918 to January 1919 17 March 1918 to March 1919 

18 August 1916 to June 1918 19 July 1918 to November 1918 

20 September 1917 to May 1918 21 June 1917 to February 1919 

23 October 1916 to December 1917 25 February 1917 to April 1918 

26 November 1916 to June 1919 27 December 1916 to November 1917 

34 sueust 1918 to June 1919 35 December 1917 to April 1919 


and all dates for the following numbers: 
31, 335 365 39,40, 41, 42, 47, 48, 51, 52, 53, 55. 


Datestamp types 
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SIERRA LEONE, WWI CIVILIAN CENSORSHIP 


by J.J.Martin 


In the article which appeared under the above heading in the last Newsletter, 
page 137, it was mentioned that it was not Imown when censorship started in 


Sierra Leone, 

Mr.Macmillan (West Africa Study Circle) has produced a cover postmarked at 
Baiima on August 14th, 1914 and addressed to Switzerland. 

Tt has an “Officially sealed" label of the type used in Sierra Leone, on 
which has been printed in seriffed letters "Opened by Censor", measuring 48 x 2.2 
mm, 
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(As before, we are indebted for this note and the illustration accompanying it 
to the Editor of "Cameo", the Journal of the British West Africa Study Circle. ) 
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MESOPOTAMIA - 6TH (POONA) DIVISION 





by Michael Dobbs 


Although outside my sphere of collecting, I became fascinated by Ronald 
Miller's book "Kut ~ The Death of an Army" (Secker & Warburg 1969) concerning the 
tragic story of the 6th (Poona) Division (Indian Army) under Major General C.V.F. 
Townsend, C.B., D,S.0., and its advance up the Tigris, resulting in defeat and 
Withdrawal to Kut al Amara, where it was besieged. Two items in the book concern 


the military pestal historian, and these are brought out in the following account 
of the Division. 


The Division was part of Indian Expeditionary Force "D" formed for the camp- 
aign in Mesopotamia. Baghdad was the goal envisaged by many with the call 
"Bachdad by Christmas", despite the fact that the Force was seriously deficient 
in stores, medical services and river transport, with the troops ill-equipped for 
a long-drawnout campaign along stretched lines of communications, Nevertheless 
the Division was ordered to advance along the Tigris to Qurna which was captured 
on 9 December 1914, then came Amara, Nasiriyeh and on 29 July 1915 Kut al Amara 
was taken, Next came the advance to Aziziya on 23 October 1915, followed by 
Ctesiphon, just sixteen miles from Baghdad, where on 23 November, Townsend's 
tired Division defeated a large Turkish force but suffered a reverse when counter 
attacked by strong Turkish reinforcements. The Division, with over 4.500 troops 
either dead or seriously wounded, was forced to retreat by stages back to Kut, 
arriving on 3 December 1915 with the main body 7 December 1915. 


There followed the siege of Kut, which was to last five months from 5 Decem- 
ber 1915 until the garrison was forced, through lack of food and the failure of 
the relief force to break through the ever-growing Turkish forces, to Surrender 
on 29 April 1916. At the beginning of the siege, Townsend's strength was given 
as 11,607, plus 3,530 non-combatants and camp followers, Excluding the sick and 
wounded, artillery, remaining cava (he had sent the 6th Cavalry Brigade down- 
stream, together with spare shipping) and technical troops this made about 7,000 
"effectives". 


At the time of the surrender, his strength was 13,309, of whom 3,248 were 
Indian non-combatant camp followers, There were 1,746 deaths during the siege 
either killed, died of wounds or disease. The suffering did not end there, for 
over 4,000 died during captivity mainly due to the harsh treatment received from 
their Kurdish guards during the long forced march from the temporary P.0.W.camp 
at Shumran to Aran, and helped by the lack of food and clothing, especially 
boots, 


During the siege, rations were reduced on January 1916, and by March 7 1916 
the daily allowance per man was 10 oz of barley flour and 4 oz of parched barley 
grain, and this was soon reduced further, but horse and mule meat was.added. By 
the end of the siege daily rations were down to 4 oz of flour and 9 oz of horse 
or mule meat (British troops) and the garrison finally surrendered only when 
food stocks were exhausted. 


Postal History 

It will be seen that No.32 Field Post Office is given in the Order of Battle, 
as operating at Kut during the siege. It is not known whether this was the Div- 
isional FPO or the Garrison FPO (if there was one, which seems likely in view of 
the size and importance of the garrison in supporting 6th Division during the 


campaign), In Alan Brown's article “Indian Army Post Offices 1914-18 and After" 
in Newsletter No.41 (Jan.-Feb.1960) three Indian FPOs were shown as located at 
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Kut, including FPO 32: 


32 Mesopotamia (Kut) 1916-1917 
36 Mesopotamia (Kut) 1916-1918 


During the siege there was no postal service in or out of the garrison, and as 
Kut was not re-taken until February 1917, it would appear that more research is 
needed into the dates of use, 


FPO 27 Mesovotamia i 1914-1915 


The post office at Kut is also mentioned in Millar's book, and the following 
extract clearly shows the position of postal services during the siege: 


"An unreasoned rumour took hold of Kut garrison which said that the military 
post office was open and that letters and parcels were being distributed. Why 
anyone could have credited this is hard to imagine, Townsend's force had been 
besieged now for almost a month and out of reach of ordinary communications for 
considerably longer but crowds gatheredat the battered post office on the river 
front only to find it closed. The rumour was probably the manifestation of the 
men's loneliness,...... The following day a Turkish shell obligingly destroyed 
the post office ~- and all future rumours of letters from home," 


Order of Battle 


The Order of Battle of the force besieged at Kut, as given in Appendix C to 
Millar's book, was as follows: 


Headquarters 6th (Poona) Division 


16th Infantry Brigade 
2nd Battalion The Dorsetshire Regiment 
66th Punjabis 
104th Rifles 
117th Mahrattas 


17th Infantry Brigade 
ist Battalion The Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 
(referred to as "43rd" Light Infantry - its old Line number) 
22nd Punjabis 
lLO3rd Mahrattas 
119th Infantry 


18th Infantry Brigade 
2nd Battalion Norfolk Regiment 
7th Rajputs 
110th Mahrattas 
120th Infantry ; 


30th Infantry Brigade 
half 2nd Battalion Queen's Own (Royal West Kent) Regiment 
one company 1st/4th Battalion The Hampshire Regiment 
24th Punjabis 
76th Punjabis 
2nd Battalion 7th Gurkhas 
half 67th Punjabis 


48th Pioneers 

one Squadron 23rd Cavalry 

one squadron 7th Lancers 

Bridging Train RE 

17th Field Company Sappers and Miners 
22nd Field Company- Sappers and Miners 
Sirmur Company Imperial Service Sa ppers 
Engineer Field Park 
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Back of cover showing use of FPO 32 after surrender, dated 20 JA Lf. 
There is a "D" censor mark (only used in Mesopotamia) on the front. 
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10th Brigade Royal Field Artillery 
63rd Battery Royal Field Artillery 
76th Battery Royal Field Artillery 
62nd Battery Royal Field Artillery 
lst/5th Hampshire Howitzer B@ttery 
86th Heavy Battery Royal Garrison Artillery 
one section 104th Heavy Battery Royal Garrison Artillery 
Volunteer Artillery Battery 
one section 'S' Battery Royal Horse Artillery 
6th Divisional Ammunition Company 
No.2 Field Ambulance 
No.4 Field Ambulance 
No, 106 Field Ambulance 
No.157 Indian Stationery Ambulance 
No.9 Indian General Hospital 
half No.3 British General Hospital 
Officer's Hospital 
one section Veterinary Field Hospital 


detachment Army Signal Company 
34th Divisional Signal Company 
one brigade section 12th Divisional Signal Company 


Maxim Machine Gun Battery 
few details Royal Flying Corps 
Supply and Transport personnel including details of: 
Jaipur Transport Corps 
13th Mule Corps 26th Mule Corps 
21st Mule Corps 30th Mule Corps 
No.32 Field Post Office 


Naval detachment 
HMS Sumana (gunboat) 
four steam launches 
two motor launches 
six barges 


(EDITOR'S NOTE. Indian FPO 32 is a bit of a puzzle, According to the records 

it was captured at Kut (confirmed by Brig.Virk). Nevertheless its datestamp 

is known used well after the capture of Kut, up to November 1918 at least, 
Furthermore, I have a card dated 17 December 1915 and a cover dated 31 January 
1916 (shown on page 150), both from the same writer, a sergeant of 1/5 Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment) and postmarked FPO 32, Both dates are within the siege per- 
iod, though the 1/5 Buffs are not included in the Kut Order of Battle. Perhaps 
someone Can provide a likely explanation, 


An interesting and scarce handstamp was put into use as a result of the Kut 


debacle ; UNDELIVERED THROUGH 
CAPITULATION AT KUT. 


An example of this om a cover addressed to a Private of the 1/4th Hampshire 
Regiment is also shown, by courtesy of George Crabb, its owner, 
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FAKED INDIAN CENSOR MARKS 


A number of covers or postcards from India have recently appeared on the mar~ 
ket with what must be regarded as faked censor marks, They can hardly be regard- 
ed as forgeries, since they are not imitations of known censor marks. In most 
cases they are not likely to deceive those with some experience of collecting 
censored covers, by reason of the dates alone. The covers themselves appear to 
be quite genuinely used with genuine vostmarks; later, in the hands of the faker, 
censor marks have been added to imorove their saleability, All of the ones det- 
ailed below, with one exception, can be traced back to a dealer in Nepal, and 
were sold or offered for sale in Germany, the U.S.A. or in one instance, in this 
country. 





The censor marks in question are: 


OPENED BY CENSOR 


F.= 6, 70 
GYANTSE TIBET 





1) framed OPENED BY CENSOR / F.P.0.70 / GYANTSE TIBET 


2) on cover from Benares, India, to Pharijong, Tibet, 8 July 1939, tying a 
plain white label 


b) on cover from Calcutta to Pharijong February 1340 


c) on registered cover from Kalimpong, Tibet to Gyantse, Tibet 8 December 


(The only F.P.0.70 connected with Tibet operated at a much earlier nae 


period, not later than 1920, ) 


Not Opened @Y 





2) framed NOT OPENED BY / H / CENSOR / 3 
a) on cover from India to Nepal 14 April 1924 
b) on cover from India to Nepal January 1930 
c) on cover from Calcutta to Nepal 12 December 1933 
(Very doubtful if any censorship was in operation at these dates) 


NOT OPENED BY 





3) framed NOT OPENED BY / D / CENSOR / 6 
2) on cover from Kalbadevi, Bombay to Rangoon 29 April 1939 


(Very doubtful if any censorship was in operation at this date. This item is 
in your Editor's possession. ) 
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4) triangular framed PASSED BY / CENSOR / crown / CONTAI 
a) on cover from Contai, India to Bombay 27 December 1942 


(This item was described and illustrated by Brig.D.S.Virk in his recent art- 
icle and book POSTAL CENSORSHIP IN INDIA 1939-1945, and subsequently found 
by his informant to be a fake. ) 


Opened By Censor 


5) Single-line Opened by Censor 
a) on cover from Haltugaon, Assam to Kathmandu, Nepal 1953 
(Very doubtful if any censorship existed at this date. ) 





6) FIELD / CENSOR / 9% / BURMA 
a) on a mutilated cover from (Burma ?) to Madura, India, 7 March 1960 
(Very doubtful if censorship in Burma existed at this date. ) 


7) FIELD CENSOR / 107 / BHUTAN 
2) on a postcard, date illegible, possibly from 1970's 
b) on a 1981 air cover 
(comments as above. ) 


We are indebted to Konrad Morenweiser for most of the data concerning these 
items. Your Bditor would be grateful for any reports of similar items that may 
come to light. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


"“HTSTORY OF THE EAST AFRICAN ARMY POSTAL SERVICE", by Stuart Rossiter. 


One of the saddest losses to philately in recent years was the untimely death 
of Stuart Rossiter, editor of the LONDON PHILATELIST, writer of innumerable art- 
icles, and member of various philatelic bodies, including our own, For a number 
of years he worked on the material for this book, which he was unable to complete 
for publication during his lifetime, but which fortunately has been published 
posthumously by E,B. Proud, 


At last we have a useful location list of Bast African Army Post Offices, 
long awaited by those wishing to write up their covers with some pretension to 
accuracy. A bibliography reveals the exhaustive nature of the sources upon which 
the book is based, compiled by a researcher of the highest calibre, 








In accordance with the title, it opens with a history of 
the organisation of the EAAPS from September 1939 onwards, Later chapters cover 
military censorship in considerable detail, and then, area by area, the various 
theatres in which it operated, Kenya, Uganda & Tanganyika, Ethiopia and Italian 
Somaliland, Madagascar, British & French Somaliland, Northern and Southern Africa, 
South-East Asia and finally, a list of offices by number, with dates and locat- 
ions, 


The listing and locating of the EAAPOs has been done as completely as it is 
ever likely to be done, though Stuart points out the deficiencies that exist due 
to the lack of ora records, No reference could be found in the records to 
the later EAAPOs to 89, all of which were almost certainly in Kenya. ‘In the 
list of offices, after EAAPO 83, is a note "APO 84 to APO 89 - see APO 2". Ref- 
erence to EAAPO 2 (p. 90-91) merely lists these after EAAPO 2 with earliest and 
latest dates with no reference to their locations, understandable since these 
could not be established, but one might be led to believe from this arrangement 
that they were all located at Nairobi with EAAPO 2, which is unlikely, This is 
a minor criticism, however, of a book which will be invaluable to collectors of 
today and future generations, 


Also included in the book, presumably as a makeweight to help to justify the 
price of the book, is an abridged version of a long article in the LONDON PHIL-~ 
ATELIST circa 1980 on the Nyasaland-Rhodesian Force by Dr.K,Pennycuick. Never- 
theless, this section of the book covers the subject comprehensively, and will 
also form an invaluable source of reference, now available to 2 wider readership. 


Valuations are given for the material covered by both sections of the book, 
the Nyasaland-Rhodesian Field Force and the EAAPS, which one assumes are the work 
of the Editor, E.B.Proud, These seem to be quite close to market prices, and not 
so inflated as those of some specialist catalogues. 


One can only recommend anyone with the slightest interest in East Africa or 
either of the World Wars to obtain this book, even though the price of £15.00 
may seem a deterrent, Thanks to this publisher's policy of increasing his prices 
at half-yearly intervals, it is best to buy it now. Available from the usual 
philatelic booksellers, 


"A CHRONOLOGY OF FRENCH MILITARY CAMPAIGNS AND EXPEDITIONS WITH THEIR POSTAL 
MARKINGS 1815-1983" by W.M.Waugh & S.J.luft, edited by R.G,Stone, published by 
the France & Colonies Philatelic Society Inc. (N.Y. ) & The War Cover Club, 
194 pages, spiral binding, 

This book is based on a chronology of French military involvements, even the 
minor ones, during the period in question. For each event there is a brief hist- 


orical background, followed by a concise review of postal and administrative ser- 
vices, 
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Many of the postmarks are illustrated, in full for the lesser known events, For 
the larger wars a selection of the main types, plus some of the individual types 
of special interest and rarity are shown, There is full information on the per- 
iods and scope of full and partial military free franks. 


Since most of the literature used for reference is in French, the book will 
be a great convenience to those not familiar with that language, both French area 
collectors and general military postal history collectors. A perusal of the ill- 
ustrations gives a fascinating view of a field that few collectors have ever seen, 
Many very rare markings are shown or described, some never yet reported. 


The book can be obtained from Lincoln E. Kieffer, Box 173, Jamesburg, NJ 08831, 
USA at 816.95 postvaid, or 312,00 for members of the War Cover Club or the France 
& Colonies P,S.Inc. (one per member only). Otherwise it can be obtained from 
Vera Trinder Ltd,, 38 Bedford Street, London WC2E 9BU at £13.25 postpaid, 


“LETTERS FROM A SOLDIER DURING HIS OVERSEAS TOUR 1846 TO 1861" and "BRITISH 
FORCES IN BGYPT POSTAL SERVICE 1932-1940" (2nd edition) are two books written and 
published by our member, John E, 0, Hobbs. 


The first, as the author explains in an interesting foreword, is a record of 
a correspondence which came to light as a result of his display at Stanley Gibbons 
Gallery of his exhibit "War and Philately". Members who were present at John's 
show to the F.P.H.S. in London earlier this year will seen have seen some of the 
covers described in the book and heard John's account of how they came into his 
possession. This book, however, includes a complete transcription of all the 
letters in the correspondence with many illustrations of the covers and postal 
markings. 


Private Turner, the writer of the letters, served in Ireland, South Africa 
and India, and his letters from South Africa are the only ones known from a priv= 
ate soldier serving in the Kaffir Wars. They display "an insight into the hard- 
ships, fears and hopes of a young soldier in the mid-Victorian era" and are 
transeribed exactly as he wrote, with lack of punctuation and spelling eccentric- 
ities, 

Besides its obvious interest to collectors of military postal history, this 
is of interest to military historians too, as there are not that many runs of 
correspondence like this available for study. 


The second book is a completely re-written edition of the author's original 
book published in 1970 and long out of print. As well as the varieties on the 
Postal Seal and Letter Seal of the original, John has now plated all the issues 
and studied the military censor markings. 


The history of the stamps and the study of the varieties on them is very 
comprehensively documented,* and John is to be congratulated on the painstaking 
work involved. The datestamps of the pre-war period are well documented and op- 
ening and closing dates known. When it comes to the datestamps used by the FPOs 
during the 1939-1945 period, with locations, he is on less certain ground, and 
comes into conflict in some instances with other sources, The value of listing 
censor numbers against postmarks is limited, especially as only one postmark is 
given against each number, when it is easily possible to find the same censor 
number with at least two different postmarks. One or two errors have crept in, 
notably in the caption to the cover illustrated on page 78, where a cover post- 
marked MPO & 604 on March 3rd 1940 is alleged to have been sent from Agordat, 
Eritrea, where there were no British troops until early 1941. 


Both books can be obtained direct from the author, J.E.0,Hobbs, "Sea Lodge”, 
183 Brighton Road, Worthing, Sussex, at £3.50 for “Letters from a Soldier" or 
£7.50 for "The Postal Service of the British Forces in Egypt", both prices are 
inclusive of postage. 


A,J.B. 
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"AN AUSTRALIAN ASSET", Shown on the right is a mark 
reading "POSTED IN / MAS PERTH / AN AUSTRALIAN / ASSET", _aa eS 
sent to us by Peter High, who says that he understands that - RPEE 

HMA ships HOBART, PERTH, BRISBANE and VENDETTA all served 


in Vietnamese waters during hostilities there, and that in | POSTED IN | 
the first 6-month deployment all private letters posted on | HMAS PERTH 
board were pre-paid 5c., using Australian stamp~ carried aN) AUSTRALIAN 
on board for this purpose, During the second 6-month dep- | bgiceiier deat 
loyment, free postage for private mail was introduced. All ASSET 





official mail still prepaid at the full inland Australian — _.|| 
rate, 


The mark occurs on a stampless air mail envelope with the crest of HMAS PERTH 
at the top left. The information came from a serving officer of the Royal Aust- 
ralian Navy. 
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“BRITISH CIVIL CENSORSHIP No.2 STATION". The cover illustrated above was rep- 
orted to us by Konrad Morenweiser, who asks for the location of FPO 424, and the 
place of use of the oval handstamp. Also if it was normal procedure for German 
Stamps to be cancelled by an FPO, According to offical records unearthed by 
Michael Dobbs, FPO 424 was allotted to FPO H30, 30 Corps District Postal Depot, 
Hannover, on 5. 2.46. It was probably still there on 30.8,46, the date of this 
cover, and if so, British Civil Censorship No.2 Station was probably at Hannover 
too. Does anyone know if German stamps were needed for commercial mail inside 
Germany from British officials at this time ? 
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Newsletter Editor: A.J.Brown, 17 Wimbledon Park Court, London SW19 6NN. 
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THE MULTINATIONAL FORCE IN LEBANON 


BY J»A.DAYNES 


The four major western powers, the United States, the United Kingdom, 
France and Italy, in an effort to give visible support to the legitimate 
Lebanese government, made available to that government a Multinational Force 
for use in Beirut. 


The British was the smallest contingent, but had the vital task of ensur- 
ing the security of the cease-fire committee meetings in addition to its normal 
reconnaissance and observation role. 


BRITFORLEB (BRITish FORces LEBanon) had major back-up from R.A.F. Akrotiri 
one of the Sovereign Base Areas in Cyprus. The first British unit was C Squad- 
ron lst Queen's Dragoon Guards, who were deployed from Cyprus in February 1983. 
The exercise, known as Operation Hyperion, used the address BFPO 699, and the 
British FPO opened on 9 February 1983 using FPO 1055, packet FPO 172 and parcel 
102 datestamps. The only services available to BFPO 699 were air mail letters, 
Forces aerogrammes, printed papers, small packets and postcards. There was no 
air parcel service and no surface service of any kind. 
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In May, the Lebanese Government and Israel signed an agreement, following 
which the Israelis partially withdrew some of their forces from Lebanon. Fierce 
battles developed between the various Lebanese factions for control of the Aley 
and Chouf mountains. At the beginning of September, it was decided that the 
Royal Air Force should provide tactical support in the form of six Buccaneer 
aircraft from Nos.12 and 208 Squadrons, and three Chinook helicopters from 
Nos.7 and 18 Squadrons. Mail from these units was either posted at RAF Akrot— 
iri postmarked FPO 757, or in Beirut. By now the British unit had changed, and 
A Squadron lst Queen's Dragoon Guards were now in Beirut. New unit cachets were 
introduced at BRITFORLEB. 


HQ BRITFORLEB 
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The Royal Navy provided immediate support in the form of HMS Glamorgan and 
HMS Brazen, which were both in the Mediterranean en route to the Gulf. These 
ships were relieved by HMS Fearless, As usual naval mail received Maritime Mail 
postmarks in London, 
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The last British unit to serve in Beirut was A Squadron 16th/5th Queen's 
Royal Lancers. RFA Reliant, with a large Royal Navy detachment took over from 
HMS Fearless. Naval Party 2240 on Reliant included an element of No.846 Naval 
Air Squadron, On 8 February, the 115-man contingent evacuated its base in the 
Beirut suburb of Al Hadath, and drove to the northern Lebanese port of Jouneih, 
whence the troops were air-lifted by the Chinooks and by 846 Squadron to RFA 
Reliant. About half of the force remained on Reliant in case of need to re- 
deploy to Beirut, whilst the remainder returned to Cyprus. 
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The BRITFORLEB FPO continued in use after the evacuation on 8 February, 
(although the first date seen is 14 February) — but where was the FPO situated? 
There have been two suggestions, one that FPO 1055 (and Blackwell packet 172) 
were used on RFA Reliant, and the other that the FPO was in Cyprus. During the 
last two weeks of February, I received several letters from members of the con- 
tingent — some were postmarked FPO 1055 (or FPO 172) and some were postmarked 
FPO 757, the latter certainly at RAF Akrotiri, including covers with BRITFORLKB 
and OP HYPERION cachets from both FPOs. My guess is that the existing FPO at 
Akrotiri provided mail facilities for the troops evacuated to Cyprus and that 
FPO 1055 operated aboard RFA Reliant. 
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United States Contingent 


The 1,400 strong U.S.Marine Corps contingent used a postmark worded 
U.S.M.C. -— 2ND FSSG (REIN) UNIT 6 in Beirut, and from 28 November the Marines 
were entitled to free postage. When on 7 February the bulk of the Marines 
were redeployed to ships of the Sixth Fleet, free mail facilities continued 
on USS Guam. The last Marine unit in Beirut was the 22nd Marine Amphibious 
Unit. 


« ‘(cress fser 





Many ships of the U,S.Sixth Fleet provided support, including USS Iwo 
Jima, Independence, Guam, and the WWII battleship New Jersey. 
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Italian Contingent 


The Italian Contingent also had its FPO , but unlike the others it was a 
pictorial postmark. Unit cachets are also illustrated below. The Italian 
Force left late in February 1984, 


DONTINGENTE ITALIANO IN LIBANY 
Comandy Raggruppamento 





French Contingent 


French ties with this area go back to the days after the First World War, 
so it was not surprising that the French was the last contingent to leave 
Beirut. As usual the French postmark was an un-numbered Poste aux Armees date 
stamp, and one must rely on unit cachets to prove the origin of covers. The 
units in Beirut were 2 Regiment Etranger de Parachutiste, 6 Regiment d'Infant— 
erie Parachutiste, and 9 Division d'Infanterie de Marine. The French aircraft- 
carriers Clemenceau and Foch provided back-up facilities. Both had their own 
postmark and Foch had its own cachet. 
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PORTE-AVIONS 





The cachet of "Foch" and the 
postmark of "Clemenceau 





The U.S,Marines issued a special Multinational Force Beirut envelope 
(illustrated below, reduced from actual size 240mm x 105mm). The logo shows 
the name of the Force in English and Arabic, the Marine badge and the flags 
of the five nations (including Lebanese) in full colour. 


ee — 


Copt.. Kem. OAVER , USMC 
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FPO footnote, The British FPO in Sinai (BFPO 650) with the Multinational 
Force and Observers) used FPO 136 with packet and parcel FPO 174. Late in 1983 
the packet and parcel datestamps were changed to FPO 172, so that packet 172 
was used both in Beirut and Sinai at the same time. FPO 172 is still in use 

in Sinai. 
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ATOMIC BOMB TEST COVERS 


BY PAUL FILIPKOWSKI 


This short article is an attempt to introduce a fascinating and challeng-— 
ing "postal history" interest - atomic bomb test covers. This field covers 
material from the wartime Manhattan Project and all later atomic bomb tests. 
Due to the secrecy surrounding most atomic operations, it is difficult to loc- 
ate properly cancelled covers (on the exact date of the explosion) but some 
nicer ones are illustrated herein..... 


Great Britain In 1956, GB tested two atomic bombs off the NW coast of Aust-— 
ralia, near the Monte Bello Islands. To forecast wind conditions for the 
tests, a Royal Naval Weather Station was temporarily based onChristmas Island 
(Indian Ocean). From April - June 1956, they applied their special cachet, as 
illustrated, to create one of the first British atomic bomb covers. The coll- 
ector who mailed the cover below to obtain a copy of the cachet was definitely 
out of luck : He first mailed his request two months after the Weather Station 
left; his letter, mailed via "Post Office Maritime Mail", took another two 
months to reach Christmas Island; lastly, his letter took an additional two 
months to return to London via British Fleet Mail ! 
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OFFICER IN CHARGE 
ROYAL NAVAL WEATHER STN, 


-— 4 APR 1956 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND 











In 1957, GB conducted the Task Force Grapple series of tests near the 
Pacific Ocean Christmas Island. Their special B.F.P.0./ Christmas Island" 
(BFPO 170) cancel is illustrated above. The initial Grapple explosion was an 
air drop of Britain's first H—bomb on 15.5.57. Each serviceman there was 
given a small number of semi-official cacheted envelopes as souvenirs. This 
Megaton Trial cover is featured on the next page, 
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France On 13 February 1960, France exploded her first atomic bomb near her 
Reggan, Algeria Proving Grounds. Covers from France's first H-bomb test also 
exist cancelled 24 Aug 1968 aboard the flagship of the Pacific nuclear fleet, 
the Croiseur Anti-—Aerien De Grasse. 





United States The U.S. tested the world's fourth and fifth a-bombs during 
Operation Crossroads at Bikini Atoll in July 1946. Because of the advance 
publicity and the 40,000 servicemen participating, there are a plethora of 
professionally cacheted covers available. It is entirely possible to create 
an award-winning collection of covers from the Bikini tests alone ! A number 
of special cancels and specially prepared covers are featured on the following 
page. There is enough interest in this series that an Op.Crossroads Study 
Group is currently being organised under the aegis of the Universal Ship Can- 


cellation Society. 


In the years after the Bikini tests, the Pacific Proving Grounds was the 
site of atomic bomb tests from 1948 through 1962. Few cacheted covers exist 
due to the increased security, but knowledgeable collectors can obtain naval 
covers from the participating ships - always searching for that cover date- 
stamped on the exact date of an atomic bomb test. 
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Examples of special cancels. cachets and covers 
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Right now, I am researching the “postal History" of the 1942-45 Manhattan 
Project. There is anexciting trail of code names, special censor markings and 
secret P.0.Box fronts — each piece of information supplying the clues I need 
to identify covers related to the $2 billion dollar race to develop an atomic 


bomb before the Germans ! 


One of my reasons for writing this article is to stimulate interest in 
British and Canadian atomic covers, circa 1941-45. After all, America was only 
one of the "A BC" powers that cooperated to create the atomic bomb ! Research 
into the postal history of Harwell, Cambridge or Aldermaston in England and 
Chalk River or Clinton in Canada is needed to complete the whole postal history 
of the atomic bomb. 





Hey, the research isn't easy ! But the long hours are amply rewarded 
when you reach into a dealer's miscellaneous junk box and see one of the rarest 
military covers of the 20th century for pocket change. Believe me. 
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More Bomb Test Covers 
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Articles of interest from other journals 


"The South West African-Angolan Border Conflict" by W.A.Page (The Philatelist 
P.J.G.B., March-April 1984). 


"Cyprus: The British Contingent (of UNFICYP) by J.Ertughzul (Stamp Collecting 
6 March 1984). 


"Twenty Years On (Cyprus Since 1963) by J.Ertughzul (Stamp & Postal History 
News 21 December 1983). 


"Austria's Great Warships"(WWI) by K.Tranmer (Stamp Collecting 29 Dec.1983). 
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"THE RUSSIAN ARMOURED CAR DIVISION R.N.A.S." 


BY A»«J«BROWN 


Recently I came across a book entitled "THE CZAR'S BRITISH SQUADRON", by 
Bryan Perrett and Anthony Lord, published in 1981 by William Kimber Ltd. It 
describes the adventures of the unit of British armoured cars commanded by 
Commander Oliver Locker Lampson, R.N., in Russia and Rumania during 1915 to 
1918. 


A brief mention of this unit is made by Michael Gould in "THE ROYAL NAVAL 
AIR SERVICE", published recently by our Society. However, members may be int- 
erested in a more detailed account of its operations. 


The formation of the Royal Naval Armoured Car Division arose from a need 
to support R.N.A.S. reconnaissance aircraft operating in Belgium early in the 
War. A number of squadrons of armoured cars were formed by the Admiralty, 
manned by qualified drivers or fitters, given the minimum rank of Petty Off- 
icer Mechanic, After the Germans had overrun Belgium, the squadrons were with 
drawn to England, or sent to other theatres such as the Dardanelles or German 
South-West Africa. No.15 Squadron, commanded by Commander Locker Lampson, 
found itself in East Anglia. From July 1915, the squadrons were to be handed 
over to the Army, personnel having the choice of being embodied in the Army or 
reverting to their former naval duties. Locker Lampson,anxious to avoid eith-— 
er of these alternatives, persuaded the Admiralty that a squadron of British 
R.N.A.S,armoured cars operating on the Russian front would be valuable evid- 
ence of Allied solidarity. 


His expectations were surpassed, when the Admiralty decided to send not 
one squadron but a complete division, to be formed by No.15 Squadron and a 
detachment of No.17 Squadron. Because the unit was largely composed of Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve officers, it was first known as H.M.S.PRESIDENT II, 
but was later known in England as the Russian Armoured Car Division R.N.A.S., 
and in Russia as the British Armoured Car Division, abbreviated to A.C.D. It 
was divided into three squadrons, Nos,l, 2 and 3. 


The unit embarked in s.s.UMONA on 1 December 1915 from Liverpool for 
Archangel; bad weather forced the ship to put into Alexandrovsk (later known 
as Murmansk), where the unit disembarked on 1 January 1916. It did not leave 
for Archangel until 23 May, and arrived there on the 28th. 


The Russian General Staff decided that the front in the Caucasus fight- 
ing against the Turks would be the most suitable for the deployment of the 
A.C.D., and accordingly they left Archangel by train for Moscow on 1 June 
1916, via Vologda, Jaroslav, Vostoff and Alexandroff. After a few days in 
Moscow the unit left for the Caucasus, reaching Rostov on 11 June, and arriv-— 
ing at Vladikavkas, which was to be their headquarters henceforth, on the 
12th, They were billeted in the Imperial Army Academy, Sixty mail bags 
reached them on 12 July 1916, with their vehicles and equipment. 


The unit then left for the front, arriving at Tiflis on 30 July, and 
entering Turkey to reach Kars on 2 August, and Sarikamish on the 3rd. No.l 
Squadron was detached to the North Persian front, whilst Nos.2 and 3 oper- 
ated on the Mush Plain in Turkey, harassed by local Kurds on their way. No.l 
Squadron went to Tabriz, where, since the Persian Kurds were as hostile as 
those in Turkey, the British Consul had his own bodyguard of Bengal Lancers. 
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In October 1916, Rumania declared war on Russia, and all three squadrons 
of the A.C.D. were ordered to withdraw to Odessa, to fight on the Rumanian 
front. Nos. 2 and 3 Squadrons reached Odessa on 31 October, No.1 following 
on 4 November. The squadrons operated along the Danube Valley between Reni 
and Hirsova in Rumania, between December 1916 and January 1917. By now the 
Russian Imperial Army was becoming affected by political events, and was 
forced to retreat, whereupon the A.C.D. became based on Galatz and Tiraspol 
between February and June 1917, 


Early in June, the A.C.D. left Tiraspol for the Galician front, where the 
Russians were enjoying temporary success against the Austrians, The troops 
here were made up of units of several different nationalities, Tartars, Serbs, 
Poles, Belgians (the Belgian Armoured Car Brigade), Czechs, and even some 
Australians are mentioned (though what they were is not stated). Nos.1 and 2 
Squadrons were based on Lietyatin, No.3 on Doobsche. In the area was an Eng- 
lish Hospital at Podgaitse, run by suffragettes. There were also some R.F.C. 
personnel headed by aColonel Valentine, at an aerodrome at Denisov, engaged in 
training Russian pilots to fly British aircraft, 


After their initial success, the Russians were forced to retreat by 
German troops, and the A,C.D. moved south-east to Kamiloovka, Chertkov (25th 
July) and Gusiatyn. Later they moved back to Kursk, where the winter quarters 
were located (after heavy fighting). 


By this time it was clear that the political situation was so fluid that 
the unit could be fighting on the side of one body of Russians on one day, and 
against other Russians on another, and so Locker Lampson decided that it was 
time to withdraw the unit out of Russia altogether. 


The first draft left for Archangel on 22 August 1917, and left that port 
on s.s.STENTOR on October 16, arriving at Newcastle on the 29th, At Kursk the 
unit had been forced to hand its cars over to the Soviets before it was allow- 
ed to leave for Moscow, where it arrived on 13 January 1918, reaching Kandal- 
aksha, and Romanoff (now Murmansk) on the 25th. 61 members of the A.C.D., 
British Military Supply and the Port Naval Transport Office left for the U.K. 
on January 30 in H.M.S.TITHONUS, an armed merchant cruiser. A further 56 
British were taken from the train to H.M.S.GLORY (pre—Dreadnought battleship), 
and the R.N.A.S. reached Lerwick by trawler after an appalling journey, on 9 
February. The sole remaining A.C.D. personnel reached the U.K, at the end of 
February. 


In England the unit re-formed, passed to Army control and formed the 
basis of a Motor Machine Gun Corps unit (no longer under the command of Locker 
Lampson). This unit was sent to Basra, and later formed part of Dunsterforce. 


Some of the A.C.D. were captured in the Dobruja, and spent the rest of 
the war in a Bulgarian prisoner-of-war camp. 


Locker Lampson himself became attached to an intelligence organisation, 


and was known as the Representative for Russia of the Ministry of Information 
for much of 1918. 


Whilst perhaps the dates and place names detailed above may be somewhat 
tedious, they have been included in case readers may have examples of mail 
from the A.C.D., knowingly or otherwise, to help to locate the sender, 


Postal 


As suggested in the last paragraph, there may be items of mail from the 
A.C.D lying unsuspected, or unreported, in collectors" hands. 


A few such items have been reported: 


1) A postcard with Russian stamps postmarked Vladikavkas 4.6.16, with a 


ay 
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a Russian censor mark of that town, sent by Lt.Commander Ruston to his son in 
England. 


2) <A postcard with a Russian stamp postmarked Tiraspol 18 March 1917, with 
message in English addressed to England. 


3) A Russian postcard without stamps, dated by the writer July 26, 17, post- 
marked London F.S. 18 SP 17. 


(All these three cards are illustrated by Gould.) 


4) A postcard without stamps, postmarked London Received From H.M.Ships JUL 
29 16. This was described in Newsletter 71 (Jan.—Feb.1965), and at that time 
it was not known to what unit the writer, "W.L.Aldridge, Squad.2, 9477, Vladi- 
kavkas, Caucasus" belonged, or what it was doing there. It is now clear that 
he was part of No.2 Squadron, Royal Naval Armoured Car Division in Russia, 


5) The last item is perhaps the most interesting. Dated by the writer, C.P.0O. 
Richardson, 25 Sept.1917, at Kursk, Russia, it has no stamps and is endorsed by 
the writer "on active service with Russias Army", and bears a partial impress- 
ion of a typical Russian military unit handstamp of which the words "British 
Armoured Car" can be read in Russian (see illustration below). 
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Details of any other letters or postcards from the unit would be welcome. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


"HISTORY OF THE INDIAN ARMY POSTAL SERVICE, Vol.II — 1914-1931" by E.B.Proud 


Although we have not, once again, been sent a review copy of this book, we 
feel that we owe it to our readers to draw their attention to it, in view of 
its interest. Like the British Army series, Vol.II appears before Vol.I, which 
is promised in about two years time. 


This is a most useful book, since nothing much has appeared in book form 
on the subject, or in any other form apart fromanarticle by your Editor in the 
Newsletter many years ago. There are chapters on all the theatres in which 
Indian FPOs operated, with a list of Base and Field POs in each, and the units 
which they served. There follows a tabulated list in numerical order of all 
the Base and Field POs with their known locations and dates of use, together 
with illustrations of the known datestamps and other postal markings. It is 
thus now possible to locate any Indian FPO cover from WWI with reasonable cer- 
tainty. 


Criticisms are few: the book betrays a lack of thorough proof-reading; 
reproduction of extracts from other books is poor (though not as bad as in 
Vol. of the History of the British Army Postal Service). Compared with that 
series, this book is less complicated and more convenient to use. 


Valuations seem quite reasonable, and not far out of line with the market. 
Altogether, therefore, a book thoroughly to be recommended, even though it does 
not come cheap. As we pointed out in reviewing "History of the East African 
Army Postal Service" recently, readers who want to buy this book are advised to 
get it now, as this publisher's policy is to increase the price of his books 
at regular intervals, 


Obtainable from the publisher, or Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
London WC2E 9EU, at £25.00, postage extra £1.40. 
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"MESOPOTAMIA - 6TH POONA DIVISION” 





Further to the footnote to this article by your Editor, the book reviewed 
above solves the "mystery" of Indian FPO 32 and its connection with the Siege 
of Kut, 


Under the entry "FPO 32" on page 156, there is a note " (It was wrongly 
stated in the official History of the Mesopotamia Campaign that FPO 32 was the 
FPO besieged at Kut) ". According to this entry, FPO 32 was in Egypt up to 
6.4.15, and then went to Mesopotamia, where it was located at Amara (not Kut- 
el-Amara, which is some 70-80 miles north-west of Amara) from at least 17.6.15 
to 15.3.19. 


Proud says there was a Lines of Communication FPO stationed at Kut and 
captured on the surrender of Kut to the Turks. The number of this FPO is not 
firmly established, but is believed to be Indian FPO 318 (only recorded date 
according to Proud, 6.11.15). 
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BRITISH FORCES POSTAL NEWS 


When the named datestamps were introduced at BFPOs 
in Berlin, three handstamps were issued on 12 June 1976. 
These were replaced by datestamps of local manufacture 
in February 1977. Now a fourth steel datestamp has been 
issued to the FPO at RAF Gatow; this is mainly used for 
counter work, 





When the BFPO number for the Brunei garrison was 
altered to BFPO 11, the number 605 was retained, for the 
Royal Brunei Malay Regiment. Forces Post Office 635 has 
now been recorded on mail from BFPO 605. 








H.M. THE QUEEN 
EMBARKS ON 
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6th June 1984 was the 40th Anniversary of the D-Day landings in France, 
and several commemorative postmarks were used. Three are illustrated above. 
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4th APRIL 
1949 


_1984 
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Although slogans have been recorded from Defence establishments in the 
United Kingdom, the above is the first slogan we have recorded in a meter from 
a BFPO overseas, 
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Falkland Islands Notes 


FPO 941 was introduced to the FPO at Port 
Stanley on 30 July 1982. It was used mainly 
on Postal and Money Orders. Examples have now 
been seen used on mail in December 1983, so 
it seems that the FPO was brought into use f 
during the pre-Christmas mail rush. é, 
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QUERIES 
Query No.82 (181/16) 
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Mrs.Barbara Glassborow send us a photocpy of a cover, shown above. Her 
request is for any information regarding the use of the 3-line handstamp 
"MISSENT IN / ARCHANGEL / P.B.Nr.4". 


The cover was posted at (U.S.) Third Army APO 740 (Germany) on 10 July 
1919 addressed to 167 T.C., North Russia, Maselskaya, which was on the railway 
south of Kem and just north of Medveya Gora. The last two lines of the address 
are crossed out, and presumably the handstamp was then applied. The next post- 
mark is that of Chelsea Terminal NY, Aug.25 1919. It was later passed to the 
Central Directory Division, New York, where according to the handstamp it was 
forwarded to addressee on 3.10.19, who had returned to the USA by that time. 


The wording "MISSENT IN ARCHANGEL" seems unusual. What is the significance 
of the initialsof the initials "P.B." ? Do they have any connection with the 
British APO/FPO P.B.s ? It seems unlikely, since no P.B.4 datestamp was ever 
issued, 


Query No.83 (181/16) 
CEN 


John Firebrace wants to identify the unit or ship 7 fi 
using the censor mark shown on the right. 


A single-line CENSORED on cover postmarked BASE ARMY 
POST OFFICE T (Port Said) 14 SP 16, and signed by a 
2nd Lt. R.E., it could be used by an army unit, or 
used on a troop transport. 
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Query No.84 (181/17) 


John also wants to identify the source of the Ds \ de} 
censor mark shown right, which occurs on a cover P ASSE Sit ENSOR 
postmarked Army Post Office SX 3, 10 JY(?) 16, with OO 
the writer's signature "B.W.Davy". | 


— 
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PRINTERS’ CODES ON INDIAN AIR LETTERS 


Mr.O.R.J.Lee, preparing for a forthcoming listing of Indian Air Letters, 
wants to check the last printings of these, He says it looks as though M.I.P 
finished printing with G340 12.5.45, N.P. with G1739 12.10.45, and S.S.P.LTD 
with G1373 29.8.45, except for a type of which he has so far only a photocopy, 
coded S.S.P.LTD. G18 24.4.46, and the Victory issue coded G.P.C. G/2002 5.12.45. 
The Victory Inland Letter Sheet was S.S.P.LTD. G2114 27.12.45. 


Mr.Lee asks if any member disagrees with the statement underlined above. 
If anyone has the Victory issue or the new type 24.4.46, will he send more det- 
ails to Mr.Lee, as he has the originals of neither of these. His address is: 


O.R.J,Lee, Chalet Cresta, Les Granges d'Orsin, 74170 St.Gervais—les—Bains, 
France, 


BRITISH CIVIL CENSORSHIP NO.2 STATION 





Alfred Klabes (AGZ) offers a possible location for this station, quoting 
from Riemer's handbook on Allied Occupation Censorship in Germany, where it is 
stated that there were three censorship stations in the British Zone: 


No.1 DSC (District Censorship Station) Bonn 
No.2 DSC (Autumn '45 — January '47) Peine 
No.3 DSC (Autumn '45 - January '47) Hamburg 


After closing No.2 DSC in Peine, No.3 DSC was re—numbered No.2 DSC, 
If "British Civil Censorship No.2 Station" is the same as "No.2 DSC", then it 
should have been used at Peine., 





Newsletter Editor: A.J.Brown, 17 Wimbledon Park Court, London SW19 6NN. 
Newsletter Publisher: J.A.Daynes, 25A Mill Road, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex. 
Secretary: M.Dobbs, 80 Addison Gardens, London W14 ODR (to whom all queries 
regarding non-receipt of Newsletters should be addressed). 

Annual Subscription £5,00 to Treasurer, H.W.Cope, 21 Ashton Avenue, Knott End- 
on-Sea, Blackpool FY6 OBU (cheques made out to F.P.H.S.), 
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THE OPERATIONS AGAINST THE SENUSSI, 1915 - 1916 
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SOME PUZZLING POINTS 
BY F«aW.sDANTEL 


I The General Situation 


Late in 1915, the troops in Egypt were divided between two independent 
commands, The Force in Egypt under General Maxwell was defending the Suez Canal, 
while the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, lately under General Ian Hamilton, 
were fighting in Gallipoli and Salonika, with their base at Alexandria. The 
Indian Expeditionary Forces E & F were part of the Force in Egypt, so, in part, 
this article complements notes elsewhere. All of these groups had effective 
censor organisations, and were well provided with censor handstamps. 


A third group of units also formed part of the Force in Egypt (FiE). These 
were the second-line Territorials and the Garrison Battalions, sent out in inc-— 
reasing numbers for internal security duties, and formed from men unfit for, or 
too old for, field service. Less is known of these Garrison units than of the 
field units, both as to locations and as to censor provisions. The only cover 
from them that I have recognised appeared to have an Orderly Room stamp in 
place of a censor handstamp. It must be possible to find out from War Diaries 
where they were stationed and when they moved, but no-one seems to have tried 
it. This could, perhaps, form a nice study for someone. 


Here, we are back to "chasing censors” because censors on the whole are 
associated with smaller units than are FPOs or APOs. An FPO is generally assoc-— 
iated with a brigade, or an area with several formations, large and small, while 
a censor is, most often, associated with a single unit, which can be as small as 
a Field Company, Royal Engineers, or a Motor Transport Company, Royal Army Ser- 
vice Corps. In Egypt the locations of FPOs are less well known than in France. 
Knowledge of units gained from censor marks may thus help to clear up some of 
the problems of the post offices. 


Il Background 


By November 1915, the Germans and the Turks had succeeded in stirring up 
so much trouble among the Senussi Arabs of the Western Desert that both the 
Italians in Tripoli and the British in Egypt had to take action against them. 
To protect Egypt on the west, Maxwell hastily threw together the Western 
Frontier Force (W.F.F.). As this was one of the most critical periods on Gall- 
ipoli, the troops he collected were a make-shift lot. Horseholders, reinforce- 
ments and convalescents from more than 20 of the Yeomanry regiments then fight— 
ing dismounted on Gallipoli, and from all the Australian Light Horse regiments, 
went to form the three regiments of the Composite Mounted Brigade, under 
Tyndale-Biscoe. Similarly, Territorial battalions from garrison duties served 
in the Composite Infantry Brigade, under Lord Lucan, with an Indian battalion, 
rebuilding in Egypt after massive losses in France. Transport and supply were 
in the hands of elements of the Ist Australian Divisional Train, for which 
there was no room on the peninsula. Artillery was the Royal Horse Artillery, 
Territorial Army of the Yeomanry brigades, plus the new Hong Kong and Singapore 
Mountain Battery. The Royal Naval Air Service were represented by the Duke of 
Westminster's armoured cars (Rolls-—Royces, of course !) and the Royal Flying 
Corps put up four aircraft. There were even Egyptian Army gunners on the Arm— 
oured Train, and Egyptian works personnel building camps. New Zealand and South 
African infantry joined the Force at the turn of the year. 
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The Senussi very soon switched their attacks south from the coast to the 
string of oases which parallel the Nile to the west; Fayum, Bahariya, Farafra, 
Dakhla and Kharga. To meet this new threat, battle-weary troops from Gallipoli 
were refitted and rehorsed, sometimes within days of reaching Cairo, and were 
then sent off to the oases as part of the new Southern Force, On 31 March 1916, 
Southern Force and the WFF were amalgamated to form the South-west and North- 
west Sections of Western Force. Over the next year, many formations and units 
were engaged in making the desert safe, and it was in this period that it was 
shown that the motorcar and lorry could tackle the desert, I am almost sure 
that, at times, more troops were in contact with the enemy in Western Force 
than on the Canal ! 


Iit The Force in Egypt Censors 


Until I began to think seriously about the small series of censor hand- 
stamps inscribed "Force in Egypt", I had tended to think of them with the Indian 
censor marks of IEF E/F, which they resemble so closely. On looking at some 
covers, I soon realised however, the correctness of Kennedy & Crabb's allocation 
of them to the Western Frontier Force. So far, the 15th Sikhs, the H.K. & S. 
Battery and 137 Field Ambulance seem to have been the Indian Army's only repre- 
sentatives in the WFF, with small detachments of the (Princely) Bikanir Camel 
Corps. As I have not been able to associate any of these units with an FiE cen- 
sor, I am very nearly convinced that this series were nearly all used by U.K. 
and Dominion units, 


Of the Fi— censors seen so far (nos.l — 19), most have been associated with 
the various WFF post offices DW, TW, RW, Wl and W2. In December 1915 and Feb- 
ruary 1916 for example, covers from the Notts.Battery RHA (T), working with the 
Composite Mounted Brigade, are datestamped from FPOs Wl and W2. Type 2 (FPHS) 
censor marks from these operations are unusual and, seemingly, late. Both the 
W-series offices and the FiE censors seem to disappear with the coming of the 
triangular Type 3 (FPHS) censor marks, so that the real life-span of both rem-— 
ains a matter of interest, 


The two main problems with the FiE censor marks are, undoubtedly, "were 
they ever used outside the WFF ?", and "were they ever used by Indian units ?". 


To answer these questions, it would appear essential to pool all available 
information. To this end, I should be grateful for details of any covers which 
collectors hold, The desirable data is, of course: 


1) FPO/APO, date of dispatch/transit/receipt as known 
2) Fik number 

3) signature of franking officer, if legible 

4) unit stamp or crest, if present. 


IV Southern Force 


The map of Egypt gives a picture of the vast area covered by the Senussi 
operations. Isna, the southern-most post of Southern Force is almost as far from 
Cairo as is Sollum, and even then, Darfur was another prong of the same enemy 
plan, which called into existence the Sudan FPOs shown on K&C plate 68 (Army 
Posts / WFF / Sudan, and Field Post Office 1 / Sudan). From the enemy point of 
view, the effort invested in the Senussi achieved a very satisfactory dispersal 
of British forces, a valuable dividend indeed. Towards the end of 1916, British 
troops were thinned out, but Camel companies and Light Armoured Motor batteries 
remained on watch until well into 1918, 


a) The troops in Southern Force 


The Western Frontier Force was formed in November 1915, under the command 
of Major-General Wallace, roughly on a divisional basis. Southern Force was 
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formed in Cairo about 29 January 1916, under the command of Major-General 
Peyton, who had commanded 2nd Mounted Division on Gallipoli, and was then re- 
building the Division in the Cairo area. HQ Southern Force quickly moved to 
Beni Suef. By 10 February, Peyton had replaced Wallace in command of the WIT, 
and had himself been followed by General Adye. On 31 March 1916, Southern Force 
amalgamated with the WFF to form the NW (Coastal) and SW (Oases) Sections of 
Western Force, 


The move to the oases began in the first days of January 1916, when, with-— 
in two or three days of reaching Cairo, battered and horseless, Australian 
Light Horse and British yeomanry units, rehorsed and re-equipped, were sent off 
into the desert, with the Territorials of 53 (Welsh) and 54 (East Anglian) Div- 
isions moving in support. 


Units strung out between Wadi Natrun and Isna at one time or another incl- 
uded at least one Australian LH brigade, most of the Yeomanry brigades still 
horsed, and three, if not four, of the Dismounted Yeomanry brigades. These 
latter, which later formed 74 Division, had arrived in Egypt too late to serve 
on Gallipoli, The brigades of 53 and 54 Infantry Divisions were located between 
the Fayum and the coast, while the Anzacs, the remaining Indians, 11, 42 and 52 
British Divisions held the Canal. Strength west of the Nile was only reduced toa 
any extent in the autumn of 1916, and camel and motorised units gradually took 
over more of the patrol duties. 


b) The Post Offices in the Southern Area 


The theory, once prevalent, that FPOs DY and 1Y to 5Y were used by 
42 Division has now, happily, been discredited, and it is recognised that they 
were used mainly on Gallipoli by 2 Mounted Division and its brigades, The Divis- 
ion reached Cairo in January 1916, and was broken up within three weeks, as its 
units were syphoned off to the desert to face the Senussi, and its GOC took 
over Southern Force. 


It has puzzled students for some time now that, despite the break-up of the 
Division, its datestamp FPO DY, continued in use until the end of March 1916. 
My own theory is that, just as the WFF was treated for postal purposes as the 
equivalent of a divisional command and allotted the DW group of offices, so the 
new Southern Force continued the use of the DY datestamp until the amalgamation 
on 31 March. With Peyton in command, and several 2 Mounted Division officers on 
his new staff, this would seem logical. The various units within Southern Force 
appear to have continued the use of their own datestamps and type 2 censors, 
replacing the latter by type 3 as they were issued. This, again seems logical, 
remembering that while Southern Force was largely made up of units which had 
served together elsewhere, the WFF was initially made up from a collection of 
"scratch" units. 


c) The 'mysterious' FPOs 


Three rather mysterious FPOs exist at this period for which many explanat- 
ions have been proffered. One office (PB 1) could quickly be associated with the 
Canal defences, and will be dealt with elsewhere, leaving FPO CIB and APO SAM 
to be dealt with here. I find none of the explanations put forward acceptable, 
and so put forward my own theory in the hope that in trying to prove me wrong, 
someone may hit upon the right one —- or even prove me right ! 


i) FPO CIB 


At various times I have seen this interpreted as CIB, C1B, ICB and 1CB. 
No-one is sure which of these is correct, but the most acceptable seems to be 
CIB, for Composite Infantry Brigade. Proud ascribes this to the Imperial Camel 
Corps Brigade and quotes use on 12 and 13 May 1916. I find this quite unaccept-— 
able, since, although the first Camel Corps companies began to form in January 
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1916, they only coalesced into battalions in November, and into a brigade in 
December 1916. Quite certainly there could not have been a brigade handstamp in 
May 1916, even though there may have been individual handstamps for the scat- 
tered companies at this date, FPOs M 1 and CZ are quite acceptable. 


From November 1915 to early March 1916, a Composite Infantry Brigade 
served with the WFF (1/6 Royal Scots, 2/7 and 2/8 Middlesex and, initially, 
15 Sikhs). Commanded by Lord Lucan, of the recently broken up 2/1 London Inf- 
antry Brigade, it is not certain how complete the HQ staff in fact was. The 
contemporary Orders of Battle (Orbats) refer to it as "the Composite IB” and 
even as "the Provisional IB", It appears for the last in an Orbat as "Composite 
IB (without Headquarters) to embark for France ", The three battalions left 
Alexandria for Marseilles about 9 April 1916, and on 15 June, 5 and 6 Royal 
Scots were amalgamated to form 5/6 Royal Scots. The same day 2/7 and 2/8 Midd- 
lesex were disbanded, after a period in quarantine. 


Alistair Kennedy records covers from this FPO between 13 May and 14 June 
1916, by which time the battalions were in France, It would seem unlikely, 
however, that such issue could take place so quickly, with two of the units 
quarantined at base, when the units had served five months or more in Africa _ 
without an FPO. This datestamp measures some 283 mm in diameter, At this period 
the skeleton datestamps met with in Egypt (and in Salonika, which most likely 
drew on Egypt) were 27 — 29 mm, while contemporary skeleton datestamps from 
France are 34 or even 37 mm in diameter, It is only later, at the end of 1916, 
that smaller skeleton datestamps seem to appear in France and larger ones in 
Egypt. In my opinion this would seem to support a rather belated Egyptian 
origin for the CIB datestamp. Crucial to a solution would appear to be recog— 
nition of covers with earlier dates. Type 2 censor marks have yet to be identif- 
ied for these three battalions, but type 3/3622, 3/3623 and 3/3624 were used 
respectively by them. Further details of covers and censor marks would be valued. 


(ED. Smaller skeleton datestamps are known from France before the end of 1916 — 
I myself have examples of APO D, 14 NO 14, and FPO TC 4, 14 JA 16. There are 
probably others, as this was only a quick check.) 


ii) APO SAM 


Proud records the use of this from 29 May 1916 until 7 September 1916 but 
I have a note of its use up to 8 October 1916. These dates cover the peak of 
the operations in Southern Force area, He quotes a suggestion that this could be 
a South African Mounted unit, and hesitantly puts forward 1/1 Scottish Horse 
Brigade as another possibility. These are unacceptable. There was no South Af- 
rican Mounted unit in Egypt, and the South African Infantry Brigade was in 
France before the end of April. From my records, the units of the Scottish 
Horse Brigade used FPOs DY/LY and possibly D52/155 at this period when they 
were attached to 52 Division on the Canal, prior to their dispatch to Salonika 
as infantry. 


The theory I would advance is that, just as the WFF had a long string of 
isolated units along the coast served by the Z & W TPO, so Southern Force had a 
long string of small units along the Nile, with larger units deeper in the 
desert. I am sure there must have been a similar pay/supply/postal service 
south from Cairo. With three TPOs in and near Cairo, a service on the railway 
reaching south to Aswan is a distant possibility. More likely, in my opinion, 
is a service by river. Even though several Nile steamers had been commandeered 
for service in Mesopotamia (and sunk enroute) I am sure one could have been 
found for such service. 


My first thought was that APO SAM could be an abbreviation of SAMALUT, a 
town used as a base and staging post by Southern Force, as it defied the usual 
form for, say, a Sohag and Mena TPO. After long thought and several discussions, 
however, I am inclined to put my money on the simple "SOUTHERN AREA MOBILE". 
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Yet again, it will only be possible to settle the problem if we can build a 
better picture of the units using this office. So far I have seen censor marks 
type 3/3633 of the Dorset Yeomanry and 3/3577, most likely one of the "tail" 
units of 5 Mounted Brigade. In cases where APO SAM appears as a transit stamp, 
it will be important to see how constant the delay is between it and known 
offices. 


Data which would be helpful is: 


1) APO/FPO, date, transit/dispatch/receipt 

2) censor number and type 

3) signature of franking officer, with initials 
4) unit cachet or crest, if present. 


My address is: 
F.W.Daniel, Westerings, Wellesley Close, Crowborough, E.Sussex, TN6 1QP. 


I will acknowledge any data sent, and will try to explain where it fits in, and 
what it teaches us. 
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AN UNUSUAL LABEL FROM EGYPT 






y to Orders. Please inform the Sender. : ; me 4 


an Officer contrar 







\ 





Shown above is an unfranked envelope addressed to Mr.Ibrahim Hassan, 
Prisoner of War No.86, Ras-el-Tin Camp, Alexandria. It is postmarked Cairo 
13 VI 16, and backstamped by an unclear Egyptian (civil ?) datestamp, ARMY 
POST OFFICE SZ 10 (A.B.P.0.Cairo) and BASE ARMY POST OFFICE Z (Alexandria) 
both dated 13 JU 16, the same day as the Cairo postmark. 


There are two censor marks, an oval PASSED BY CENSOR / No.13 (used at 
Alexandria), and a five—pointed star, which Benians & Firebrace say is always 
seen on military mail carried at some point by the local civil postal author- 
ity. The oval mark ties an Egyptian civil censorship label. 


So far there is nothing especially remarkable about the cover. It bears 
no stamps, but this could be accounted for by its being addressed to a pris-— 
oner of war, since mail to and from prisoners required no postage. 


However, what is interesting is the label printed in black on white 
paper reading: 


"Delayed because posted, unfranked and uncensored by 
an Officer contrary to Orders. Please inform the Sender." 


The letter must therefore have been sent by a (British ?) officer, who 
thereby infringed the regulations governing correspondence between military 
personnel and prisoners of war. Presumably this was because it was posted 
in an Egyptian civil post office and not through the army post office, thus 
evading military censorship at origin. 
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THE "S.Z. SERIES OF DATESTAMPS 


The notice which appeared in Newsletter 180 has brought to light some 
interesting material, whose owners have been thanked, and where possible, 
informed where the overall picture has been improved. Hopefully, there is 
more material to come to me. 


Don Kirk very kindly sent a photocopy of an interesting picture postcard 
dated 2 July 1918, showing Field Post Office S.Z.16 with date in two lines, 
illustrated herewith. The censor mark has not yet been identified. The post- 
card is British Official Photograph No.148 "Well at Jaswr, guarded by British 
troops", of much interest in its own right. 


S.Z.16 was most probably at Assiut between April 1916 and June 1918, and 
during this period used three types of Army Post Office datestamp, with date 
in one line, with and without "T", and with date in two lines. It is next rec- 
orded at Haifa from January to December 1919, using Field Post Office date- 
stamps with date in one line and in two lines. 


Don Kirk's postcard is therefore the earliest known Field Post Office 
S.Z.16 datestamp by some six months. Although it appears to have been described 
as "Haifa" by a previous owner, it cannot be so, since Haifa was not captured 
by the E.E.F. until September 1918. 


S.Z.16 was in the GHQ Lines of Communication by September 1917, and not 
in Palestine L. of C. until January 1919. So where was S.Z.16 when this post- 
card was written ? Two possible places are, still at Assiut extending the date 
bracket and making a fourth datestamp used there, or, more likely, in a new 
location, possibly in Sinai. 


Can anyone comment further, please ? 


John Firebrace. 
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STALAG VIIIB - EXACTLY WHERE WAS IT AND WHEN 


by Neil Russell 


Having undertaken the considerable task of reorganising my World War II 
POW collection and in particular the way it is filed, I decided to check the 
accuracy of camp details recorded in my write-ups, All went well until I reached 
Stalag VIIIB. 


The one undeniable fact is that this was a large camp and that the many 
interned members of the Allied forces produced a lot of mail, of which a reason- 
able amount has survived. However, like most such German material of this class 
nothing is given away as to location other then the Wehrkreis or Army Corps area 
in which the camp was situated. 


Looking through my reference works I found that the camp started off as 
Dulag VIIIB and ended up as Stalag 344, but what happened in between and where ? 


References consulted were: 


1) A list by HEINZ SCHUPP published in 'Stamp Collecting" on 16 August 1957 
gives Stalag VIIIB as Silberberg, with Oflag VIIIB as Teschen (Poland). Stalag 
and Oflag entries in this list have been shown to be reversed for several camps 
and VIIIB appears to be no exception. Stalag 344 is recorded as a Straflager 
(punishment or reprisal camp) and located at Lumsdorf (wrong spelling). 


2) A letter from one "J.K.of Ipswich" published in ‘Stamp Collecting’ on 7 Feb- 
ruary 1958 refers to the Schupp list and says that Stalag VIIIB had its HQ at 
Lamsdorf near Neisse (correct spelling) and had many sub-camps. 


3) In the FPHS Newsletter for January-February 1964 an article on POW Air Mails 
by R.M.STARTUP gives Stalag VIIIB as being at Lamsdorf, near Breslau, Silesia; 
re-named Stalag 344 in December 1943, 


4) Volume II of 'Die Zensurpost’ by K.K.WOLTER, published 1966, deals with 
censorship in World War II, including POW camp censorship and the various camps 
are listed: 


Page 30 - Stammlager list -— VIIIB - Teschen 
Page 33 - Straflager list - 344 - Lamsdorf. 


5) Now I come to the valuable list of German POW camps prepared by MICHAEL 
BOOKER and published in the FPHS Newsletter between January and December 1969 — 
I quote: 


"Stalag VIIIB - Konigsgratz 
Formed 4.10.39 from Dulag VIIIB. 
Teschen (Sudetenland), 
64,665 with 150 officers 913,625 British). 
Moved to Lamsdorf 1.1.44, 
Stalag 344 - Lamsdorf. 
1.1.44 to 30.1.45; moved to VIIIA." 


I have always looked on the Booker list as my 'bible' for German POW camps in 
World War II, but the above is not quite clear to me. Firstly, the name Konigs~ 
gratz should be spelt K8niggrdtz, which is shown on maps both contemporary and 
current as Hradec Kralové, and is located in Bohemia. Does the next entry imply 
that VIIIB moved from KUniggrH¥tz to Teschen ? If so, when was this ? In any 
case Teschen was and still is in Poland. The Poles have always known it as 
Cieszyn and still do, this being the name shown on most maps. The Sudetenland 
was an area in northern Bohemia (Czechoslovakia), ceded to Germany in September 
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1938 and taken back by the Czechs in 1945. Some of my items are from one POW, 
who was at first in Stalag VIIIB and then 344, and finally VIIIA (Gorlitz), 
which appears to conform with recorded movements, but was Stalag 344 a Straf- 
lager, or just thought to be because most were in the 300 series ? 


6) In 1979, NORMAN GRUENZNER wrote his book on American POWs in World War II. 
There is just one relevant entry on page 22: 


"Stalag 344 (formerly VIIIB). 
Located at Treschen (spelling ?) - official name changed April 1944." 


The entry also adds that British and American POWs were moved from VIIIA in July 
1943 } I refrain from comment. 


7) Finally, in 1982, DEREK TOMLIN in his booklet on World War II POW and Int- 
ernment Camps, largely repeats the details in his German section from the Booker 
list published by the FPHS, repeating the errors of spelling and location, and 
using the same format of presentation, but adds details to the 344 — Lamsdorf 
entry: "57,353 with 569 officers (21,752 British)", which is far too many for 
Stalag 344 to have been a Straflager. 


So where was Stalag VIIIB and when — KSnigerYtz or Teschen ? Was Lamsdorf 
involved other than as Stalag 344 and was this a Straflager ? Any help would 
be gratefully received, 


* KK K KK 


(Comment by your Editor. ) 


The conflicting data about these two camps, which Neil has described, does 
not appear to have been noticed before, 


There is at least one other source of information, a survey of the Censor 
Marks on German Prisoner-of-War Mail, compiled by G. MATTIELLO, and published 
as a series of supplements to the AGZ Rundbrief. As well as listing the censor 
marks, this writer also gives details (source not stated) of the history and 
locations of each camp. 


For Stalag VIIIB, he states: 


"Opened on 26.8.39 at Lamsdorf (Upper Silesia) (Polish, Lambinowice) as 
Dulag VIIIB, and became known as Stalag VIIIB on 4.10.39. On 17.9.42 a 
branch camp (Zweiglager) was opened at Teschen (Polish, Cieszyn). The 

camp at Lamsdorf was closed down between 28.12.43 and 12.1.44, and trans- 
ferred to Teschen. The branch camp at Teschen was at the same time renamed 
Stalag VIIIB." 


For Stalag 344, he states: 


"Set up on 28.4.4] in Wehrkreis IV. In August 1941 moved to the East. 
From January 1942 to September 1943 it was located at Wilna (Ostland). 
Between 12,12.43 and 12,1.44 it was re-opened at Lamsdorf (Upper Silesia). 
Still in existence in January 1945," 


The above, together with the fact that mail is known from Stalag VIIIB in 
April 1945, tends to refute the idea that Stalag VIIIB became Stalag 344 in 
April 1944, Mail from Stalag 344 in the first months of 1944 consisted of 
Stalag VIIIB stationery with the camp number struck out and "344" written in, 
which may have caused caused some confusion between the two camps. 


If Stalag 344 re-opened at Lamsdorf, the site of the former Stalag VIIIB, 
and had no printed stationery of its own, it seems likely that supplies of 
Stalag VIIIB stationery were used until its own printed stationery became 
available, as it did later, 
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None of the foregoing confirms or refutes the suggestion that Stalag 344 
was a Straflager or reprisal camp. Since some of the POWs in Stalag VIIIB were 
later in 344, they could have remained behind as a reprisal for some action 
when Stalag VIIIB was moved to Teschen. I agree with Neil that the numbers quoted 
for 344 seem large for a Straflager. 


On the whole, it seems to me that Mattiello's data is likely to be accurate. 
However, perhaps others have better sources of information which they will reveal 
to us. 


_—_—— —— ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Letters to the Editor 


"Dear Sir, 


In early 1983 you kindly published a warning concerning the appearance of 
what were alleged to be Lundy Island covers with Lundy Island and GB adhesives 
affixed and ‘cancelled’ by an Army Signals UI (date) LY handstamp, At the time 
the covers were described as ‘doubtful’ but it is clear that they should properly 
be described as fakes as both the datestamp and adhesives are genuine but the 
use to which they are put is not, 


As a result of the publicity given fresh information has come to light 
including the name of the person who may have produced these covers. However, 
the gentleman concerned is now deceased and so cannot be questioned over the 
matter. As these covers came on to the market after his death there would appear 
to be no question that he deliberately produced the covers for the philatelic 
market; being a little eccentric (as some would suggest) it may well be that 
he produced them for his own use, 


I have also been informed that he fabricated other covers using the Army 
Signals datestamp but with the code letters WIEN (this is a genuine code and was 
used by the Army Signals in Vienna during the period of the Allied Occupation 
at the end of the last war). These fakes may be recognised as they are addressed 
to a Lt.Col.H. Poulter at his Marple, Stockport address. There is no evidence to 
suggest that the late Harry Poulter was aware of these fake covers. I have not, 
as yet, seen any of the fake WIEN covers. 


Collectors and dealers are again advised not to handle these items as they 
are a curiosity only. It is possible to obtain Army Signals datestamps (I have 
recently purchased one) and if one wished,to produce any number of covers. It 
follows that the covers described are not worth the prices asked by some dealers. 


IT would, of course, be grateful to receive any further information on these 
covers, 


Yours sincerely, 


Michael Dobbs 
Hon.Secretary 
F.P.H.S. te 


"Dear Sir, 
An Appeal 
Dr.Kenneth Pennycuick and I are now in the final stages of completing a 


work describing the postal history of Brig.Gen. Northey's force in East Africa 
in 1914-1918, 


Our subject cuts across the fields of interest of several study groups, and 
we are therefore making a wide appeal for additional information. We would very 
much like to hear from anyone who can contribute under the following headings: 
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(i) Army Post Office Northern Rhodesia postmarks and Base (no.) 
N.Rhodesia cachets on cover 

(ii) Nyasaland F.F. and F.P.O. postmarks on cover 

(iii) Sheet numbers, plate numbers, etc. of the stamps overprinted N.F. 
(For example, does anyone possess even a single copy of any value 
with the bottom sheet margin attached ? And does anyone know the 
whereabouts of any of the (reputed) 6 copies of the double over- 
print, other than the one in the Royal Collection ?) 


We would be happy to provide anyone interested with notes relating to their 
material which might assist them in writing-up. 


Yours sincerely, 


Alan Drysdall. 
c/o W.G.M.Ltd., 
P.O.Box 5219, 
Jiddah 21422, 


Saudi-Arabia. " 


QUERIES 


Query No.82 (181/16) 
Lt.Col Roger Ayers writes; 


"MISSENT is in common use in the US Army Postal Service still - see two 
modern examples (one illustrated below — Ed.). P.B.Nr.4 is probably Post Box 
No.4 - they still use Box Numbers within an APO for units who are ‘off post' 
and collect their own mail from the APO." 


i = 
t 


ron 
- 
Tt 
CD 
amt 
‘3 
‘@) 
co 
sents 
an 
"WN 
<) 
be 
me 
pd « 
O 
D 








“gr es simi’ PRINILE: Scion een 
LZ 7 
bbe 00) LLM G | cascae 
| DAR = CBE pS IAES 
. es 






BRITISH FIELD POST . 


5 “etes~ 
pe te D> -—" 


APO NY C882 
APO NY C93: 


Open carefully —rewuse with label. 
, > Code No. 26—121 


9.9 DEC 1980 cay _ wa oe RST ang = 





—- 28 — 


FPHS Newsletter No.182 Winter 1984 





J.R.Frost writes: 
"How about the following hypothesis: 


"Archangel being the point for both incoming mail to, and outgoing mail 
from the U.S.forces in North Russia, all mail was sorted there. This item was 
missorted into the bag for the U.S.A. When the bag was opened in New York, and 
this mis-sort was noticed, the "MISSENT IN ARCHANGEL" was applied there —in 
New York. The item was then forwarded to the addressee as it was appreciated 
that the recipient had, by this time, either left, or was about to leave Russia. 


"IT suggest that: 
(a) "P.B." stands for Post Bag (or possibly Post Box), 


(b) there is no connection what ever with any British A.P.0." 


Two queries from Andrew Pavey: 
Query No.85 (182/13) 











"I have a query re the enclosed photostated cover (shown above - Ed.), and 
I wondered if anyone could help me. 


The cover is a Boer War soldier's stampless envelope used to England in 
1900, and is endorsed "H.M.S.", It shows the d/r Field Post Office BO. 0 cds of 
19/3/00, and a civilian GPO Capetown, Cape Colony cds of same date. Also on 
the obverse is the greater part of London S.L.Paid receipt cds of 6/4/00. 


The later mark is a ship letter (S.L.) strike, and is recorded by Studd as 
being type S18A, recorded for 1900 only. This would tie in with the "H.M.S." 
endorsement (Her Majesty's Ship). 


I remember reading some time ago somewhere that soldiers' mail posted on 
board ship received an FPO mark on the ship, and on arrival at London received 
the London §.L.Paid cds. However, I can find no reference to this in Proud, so 
I wondered if any member could tell me if there were any FPOs located on board 


a 


FPHS Newsletter No.182 Winter 1984 


ships to deal with soldiers’ mail posted on board, or was the FPO mark applied 
ashore ? " 


Query No.86 (182/14) 
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"I enclose photocopies of some covers, all of which originate from the 
British military force sent to Persia in 1919, bear Persian provisional stamps, 
and show on the obverse, either a circular Passed by British Military Censor 
handstamp (cover illustrated on previous page - Ed.), or an octagonal censor 
no.558 handstamp (K&C type CM 7). 


"The only information I have is that due to unrest in Persia just after 
the war, an Anglo-Persian agreement was signed (I do not know where), which 
authorised Brititsh military advisers to be sent to Persia. 


"Persia declared herself neutral during the war, but this neutrality was 
often violated by the countries of the Triple Entente and the Central Powers. 


"Can any member give me any further information on the above ? (Who comm 
anded the British force, how long did they stay etc.? ), as I can find no books 
on the subject. I would like to hear from any other member who may have simil- 
ar covers, as I have seen very few on the market. 


"Also, can anyone tell me why the stamps are affixed to the reverse of the 
covers ? And if the French had any influence in Persia, as the stamps are in- 
scribed, overprinted and postmarked in French ?" 


Query No.87 (182/15) 
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The cover shown above is in the possession of Mrs,E.Schneider-Filchner of 
Frankfurt am Main, West Germany, It was sent by an Italian POW in India, camp 
not indicated in his address on the back, sent to his family in Italy. From the 
triangular censor mark , it can be deduced that it was despatched prior to 
March 1942, when these marks were replaced by the octagonal type. 


In addition to the censor mark, it has a large "A" in a circle, struck in 
what appears to be the same ink as the "SERVICE OF PRISONERS OF WAR" handstamp. 
The owner wishes to know the significance of this "A", which she has not seen 
before, and which does not appear to have been recorded elsewhere. 
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PRISONER OF WAR CAMP POSTMARKS OF INDIA IN WII 
by A.J.Brown 


A short follow-up to my notes on this subject in Newsletter 179. 


First of all, I have acquired a cover with Indian Service stamps post- 
marked Group Four Prisoner of War Camp 21, accompanied by an oval handstamp 
reading Orderly Room / 22 Camp, P.O.W. Dehra Dun. This provides further evid- 
ence to support my belief that only the first-numbered camp in each group 
boasted a post office, which served all the camps in that group. It will be 
noted that the location is given as Dehra Dun. The postal address of H.Q. Group 
Four Camps was Clement Town, via Dehra Dun. 


So far, only two correspondents have advised me of further covers with 
these postmarks, Mrs.E.Schneider-Filchner, and Mr.0.R.J.Lee. Two of these items 
have POW camp postmarks as arrival stamps on the back, and are of the double 
circle variety with DELY (Delivery) above the date. (Fortunately, the Indian 
Post Office still continued backstamping covers on arrival, a practice that 
their British mentors had abandoned years before, to the loss of postal 
historians. ) 


One of the two covers mentioned is addressed to a Trooper, "DD" Squadron, 
Tactical Training Centre, Clement Town, United Provinces, India, and has a 
double circle backstamp of Group Two Prisoners of War Camp No.21 / DELY / 

14 May 46 (possibly 47, but I think 46): As there is no obvious connection 
between a POW Camp and a Tactical Training Centre, possibly by this date the POW 
population had declined, and part of the camp area given to a military estab- 
lishment. 


Two corrections must be made to the original article: 
On page 133, line 6, the date in brackets should read "31,.8.44", not 41. 


On the same page, lower down, in lines 15-16, delete "Deolali , and later 
at", thus reading "“then.....at Dehra Dun", since the Central Internment Camp was 
by this time at Dehra Dun, and not Deolali. 


Finally, for the record, earliest and latest dates of the various postmarks 
reading "Group No........Camp.....". 


Wavy line D/r D/r PAR D/r DELY 2-line REG 


Group One Camp 1 tolehe 

Group Two Camp 9 12.7.42 6.9.43 19.6.44 11.10.44 
16.10.45 26.6.46 29.10.44 

Group Four Camp 21 24.8.42 8.5.4(37) 14.5.46(477) 
31.5.44 

Group Five Camp 25 6.4.45 14.6.43 23.542 


Extensions of these dates are welcome, of course. 
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ANTI = DENIKIN PROPAGANDA POSTCARD 


The postcard shown on the right 
is reproduced by courtesy of 
Boris Pritt. It was published 
by the Bolsheviks in 1919, and 
shows a caricature of General 
Denikin, commander of the anti- 
Bolshevik forces in southern 
Russia. A translation of the 
"message" on the back: 


"Moscow 5th Expedition 
7.X1.1919 


"To the Denikin Front, 
Soldiers and Cossacks deceived 
by the Tsar's General Denikin 
from Moscow: 


"All the trumps have been played 
by the Bourgeoisie, only Denikin 
is left. General Important, with 
a crown, a whip, a bottle of 
vodka and a high manifesto: 


"All the power to the landowners 
and Capitalists.’ He is going 
against us, and you are with him. 
Why are you doing this ? Do you 
like the general's crown on your 
head ? Do you need the whip ? 
Do you like the general's vodka 
so much that you are ready to 
commit genocide for it ? Are 
you not tired under the yoke of 
the rich ? We are going against Denikin. If you are with Denikin, we are going 
against you as well, The last card of the Bourgeoisie will be taken. The red 
suit will take the black suit. Brothers, think it over, so long as it is not 
too late ! Enough times you have been ‘harnessed’ in the bloody hands of the 
Bourgeoisie and the Generals. It is better to come in your tens, hundreds, and 
thousands to us, worker and peasant. With the world proletariat, together we 
will trump the world Bourgeoisie. Now then ! 








See you soon in the ranks of the Red Army, 


Worker Ivan Petrov. 
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EXERCISE LIONHEART 


Exercise Lionheart, which recently took place in Northern Germany 
Netherlands and Belgium (see map on page 35) involved 131,565 troops 
and as such was the largest post war British Exercise.The following 
British Forces Post Offices were used; 511, 512, 529 - Sao, S56. 552 
553, 555 - 566, 574, 576-7, 579 - 584. It is too soon to give details 
of F.P.O's used during the exercise but some are illustrated below to- 
gether with the B.F.P.S. for the exercise. A special postcard, based on 
the war time Active Service Post Cards, was issued and is illustrated 
in reduced size below. 
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N»SsW. NAVAL CONTINGENT - SQXER REBELLION 





The illustration shown above is by courtesy of Charles Entwistle, and 
depicts a cover which he handled recently. As will be seen, it shows a large 
double circle handstamp with N.S.W. NAVAL -— CONTINGENT - with foul anchor in 
the centre, and is postmarked FPO No.7, 17.2.0l. 


He says, the background to the cover is as follows. "Towards the end of the 
19th century a few Royal Navy ships were transferred to the Australian colonies, 
and were manned by local volunteer naval reserves. South Australia's ship was 
H.M.C.S. PROTECTOR ('C' standing for Colonial) - the Victorian ship being 
H.M.C.S. CERBERUS. (My source, R.Lee, a member of FPHS, has no record of the 
other ships' names.) 


The Australian Contingent arrived in July/August 1900, and were withdrawn 
in March 1901. 


Mr.Lee records one other cover with this cachet, franked C.E.F.la, and 
passing through Hong Kong on the same day as the one above, which is backstamped 
BASE OFFICE B, 18 FE 01, BASE OFFICE, 1 MA 01, and HONG KONG, MAR 4, O1." 





Newsletter Editor: A.J.Brown, 17 Wimbledon Park Court, London SW19 6NN. 
Newsletter Publisher: J.A.Daynes, 25A Mill Road, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex. 
Secretary: M.Dobbs, 80 Addison Gardens, London W14 ODR (to whom all queries 
regarding non-receipt of Newsletters should be addressed. ) 

Annual Subscription £5.00 to Treasurer: H.W.Cope, 21 Ashton Avenue, Knott End- 
on-Sea, Hackpool FY6 OBU (cheques made out to F.P.H.S.). 
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